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THE Author, after repeated ſolicitations, 
häth been prevailed upon to lay before the 
Public, the contents of the following pages; 


perhaps they may give fome help to thoſe who 
are ſighting and crying before the Lord for the 
fins of their Country and People, in theſe awful 
andcetremendous days wherein iniquity abounds, 


and the love of many waxing cold, and few, 

very few, grieved for: the affliction of aeg 

for the aflicted ſtate of the Church, at home 

and abroad. That this may have fu 

effect, is the earneſt deſire and prayer of 
. © MT 


* 


* 


. W very humble ſervant, 
AVID DALI. 


November 19th 1794. 3 55 
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A. SHORT: VIEW: 
SINS AND CORRUPTIONS: | 
2 0 Fe” + * 


PRESENT TIMES. 


As; it has 1 15 mercy . cheſe HE 
lands, and. particularly of this land, to 
have got very early diſcoveries of Goſpel 

grace, the covenant of God's grace it 


Chriſt Jeſus, early made known to * 


whereby we were among the firſt fruits 
of the Gentiles unto Chriſt Jeſus; ſo it 
was the ſpecial privilege and honour of 
this land, and at length of the three 
lands, in a joint way, ſolemnly to a- 
vouch the Lord to be their God, and to 
dedicate and devote themſelves to his 
worſhip and ſervice: Which ſolemn. 
work, under the influence of Goſpel 
light and grace, as it was remarkably 
all along owned of God, and followed. 
with many ſignal tokens of bis favour, , 
fo the reflection thereon has been matter 

of joy and comfort unto thoſe who ſin- 
cerely entered into theſe bonds mem. 
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* ſelves; aud alſo to the RY of £ Chriſti in 


the Churches abroad; But alas! how is. 
the Crown now fallen from our head? 
Mo it unto us, for we have finned ! 
It muſt be obvious to every ſerious ſoul, 
that many ſad tokens of the Lord's jut f 
indignation are already gone forth a- 
gainſt us, which will burn more and 
more till we are conſumed, if Sovereign 
mercy through Chriſt prevent not, by 
giving repentance and remiſſion of fin. 
It is alſo obvious, that it is our indiſ- 
penfibte duty, and the only means of 
relief, as has been the manner and prac- 
_ rice of the people of God, in former 
times, to ſet apart ſeaſons for Prayer 
and Faſting in ſecret, when more pub- 
lic faſts were omitted. And we need 
not ſcruple to affirm, that there has been 
for many years paſt, a moſt culpable- 
omiſſion of public and national Faſting, 
although there was ſcarceevermore need 
of it, or louder calls to it. It is there- 
fore greatly to be wiſhed, and moſt ear- 
neſtly deſired, that all who fear the Lord, 
would ſtir up themſelves and one an- 
other to ſpend as much time in the fore- 
faid duty, as poſhbly they can. And 
os 5 


n % = 


S = © Ai ads 1 wr ö N n P IF 1 ©. * 8 * 
4 * * 2 Fr” 6. wth ate, 3.5 4 N « ey © _ 7 . 
4 wy — BY; 47 Gs 
. * n KD 4 N x 


wat ds " L 
„ Ng * 5 0 5 * Pp N 
* * hf W_ * * — i 2 of - l 
. * ö ” * 88 * p — * 2 5 4 <> 2.4% * . 6 » 27 I > 
- ON 7 == * 8 R * r * n 1 " * N 9 r 
* LES * ö 8 * Te * N 2 r e ien 523 
* n 4 7 b 1 - r - * = 
: a Moe dari $i e = N *. N * 
7 * © { by 5 8 . 
py Pl — & 4 4 3 


Y 7 „ 
2 * 


cen N Ca. On "7 3 1 
8 4 3 a 8 * 
My : L x 
> * % : 
0 - * 
17 
, | ; 


it is. 3 858 the laſt Tueſ- 
day of November, or one or other of 
the days of that week, be ſet apart for 
beginning that ſolemn work, and to be 
'{ continued, by ſetting apart the firſt 
' Tueſday of every month, or one or other Co 
of the days of that week for the end 
foreſaid, as the circumſtances of perſons, | 
will beſt allow: I think that as much 
time as people can ſpare, ſhould alſo be 
ſpent in-. ſecret for this work, in the | BY 
morning and evening of every Loxd's © 
Dax and other times, as the intervals F 
of buſineſs will permit; for the work is 
| certainly fo great, that it will require, 
both all the hands, and all the time that 
| can poſſibly be lent to it. And what 
| 
1 


follows is humbly offered for aſſiſtance, 
to be further enlarged upon, as the Lord. 
mall enable. . 


I. We may * hs with the con- 
ſideration of the groſs ſins which abound - 
in the land; ſuch as ſwearing, curſing, * 
| blaſpbeming the ſacred name of God, = 
' drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, lying, perjury, . 4 | 
He Theft, robbery, murder, and the like. 2 F 
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profeſs religion? 


5 We Mould ONT to conſider: 
theſe more ordinary fins that abound; 


with us; ſuch as injuſtice,” cheating,. 
fraud, and injuries in dealing betwixt 
man and man, oppreſſion, - grinding of 
the faces of the poor, Sabbath-breabing, 
by carnal thoughts, ſpeeches, and works; 


pride, prodigality, riot, covetouſneſs, 
earthly-mindedneſs, envy, malice, evil- 


ſpeaking, backbiting, falſehood, diflimu- 
lation, neglect of God's worſhip in ſe- 


cret, and in families; -negle& of in- 
Aruding children. and pag ; unbe- 
lief, and believing lies and errors; un- 
dervaluing the glorious Goſpel, and not 


receiving Chriſt held forth and offered 
therein, want of love to. God and our 


3 Ignorance, HOP ſloth, 
. : 

III. To a conſideration of theſe: ds 
which prevail even among thoſe that 
: as formality, hy pocri- 


ſy, and many reſting upon the external 
performance of divine worſhip, without : 
experience of the power of godlineſs, 
be moſt part of profeſſors being ſtran- 
gene do a ſaving work of grace on their 

_ {04..%, Enowing, nothing of regeneration, 
converſion, 


converſion, Faith in Chriſt, repentance, 
and Goſpel-holineſs ; many who Hav- 


ing a name that they live, are yet dead, 


Rev. ili. 1. many are guilty of unwor- 
thy communicating, a fin that draws. 
down plagues upon perſons and churches, 


1 Cor. xi, 26,.— 30. Many have been 


under common operations: of the ſpirit; 


but are now become carnal and uncon- 
cerned about religion, retaining only a 
dry dead form of godlineſs, and ſome 
ſcarce that ſame. Some have put on 
ſhews of. fingular piety and devotion to 


gain applauſe, and ſome other baſe ends 
who afterwards are diſcerned: to be. oy | 
pocrites, Matth. xxiii. The moſt 


_ who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, are 
living in the heinous ſi of deſpiſing 
Chriſt in their hearts, and lothing the 


heavenly manna of the Goſpel, And 


many miſpending precious time in uſe- 


leſs viſits, diverſions, plays, comedies; and 


ſuch: ike miſpending of time; whereas 
every moment is exceeding precious and 
ſhould be well employed. 


IV. The fins and backſlidings of the 
LorD's own. people, many of them are 
too far involved in the. prevailing fins 


ee dan 


——_—_— ies 
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in religion, are now ſunk in ſecurity, un- 
concernedneſs, and carnality, and have 


of the rimes-; ; ſome who were once n 


little or nothing of: their: wonted zeal 


for the Lonp's intereſt ; and many, even 
of the Lonp's children, are living too 
eaſily under the want of communion 
with God, and are not duly troubled, 
though he hides his face, and has deſert- - 
ed them in a great meaſure; and ſome 
are ſo far left that little or no evidences 
of true grace can be. diſcerned in them, » | 
cither by themſelves or others. 


V. As to our Miniſters, and Preachers”. 


of the Goſpel.” It is to be lamented, , } | 


that ſome of them . ſeem much unac- 
quainted with the moſt fundamental . 
and neceſſary doctrines of the Chriſtian - 


Religion; for they inſiſt but little on 
them in their ſermons: They do not 
ſuitably endeavour the converſion of 


their hearers, do not travel as in birth, | 


till Chrift be formed in them; but content 
themſelves with moral diſcourſes, and 

ſome. affected forms of ſpeech, . that 
would better befit. the ſtage. than the 
pulpit ; and ſeem to diſdain the good 
old Scripture-ſtile of our worthy divines. . 


Some 


| Some Ae 43 may be juſtly charged wah 
| Legaliſm; as; (1.) They io preſs peo- 
ple to duties, without Albotteing s the 
total corruption of their nature, and the 
neceſſity of their being regenerated, and 

| believers in Chriſt, before they can per- 
form any duties acceptable to God. 
(2.) They who do not rightly diſtin- 

1 guiſh between the law and the goſpel, 
but repreſent the goſpel as if it was only 
ga new edition of the law. (3. ) They who 
do nor preach the abſblute freedom of 
grace, through Chriſt, as the ſpring of a 

{ faner's juſtification and ſalvation. (4.) 
They who do not warn finners of the 

| danger of reſing in their own duties, 
| atid righteouſneſs; a danger which alt 

| exerciſed to godlineſs, deeply ſenſible 


put our own doings in Chriſt's room, 
do not teach the ie of the Holy 


\ 3 Spirit's operations and influences, to 
= vg in us both: to will and to do. Phil. ii. 


and Omega, the 4H! and in all of religion, 


888 9 1 


of, being made to feel the ſtrong bent 
and biaſs of our corrupt natures, to 


Rom. - ix. 32. and x. 3. (F.) They who 


(6) They who do not preach 
Chrilt, and him crucified, as the Alpha 


1 


9 5 — Cox. 


nere all in à gracigus ſtate already ;- | 
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8 2 : 4 50 | 353 Ie | ? 
u or. i, 23,24, and ij, 2. Some. preach: I 
5 and. deal with. their people, as. if they 2: 


they ſeldom; or never treat the, doctrine 
| of regeneration, to any purpoſe : and 
— admit into. the ſolemn Ordinance of our- |; 
Lord's Supper, many who have no juſt. | +; 
Pretenſions to a Goſpel: becoming walk |: 
and converſation. And the converſa- 
don of ſome miniſters, is not ſuch as 
becometh the. goſpel; and their ſtation; 
dame are negligent in viſiting the ſiek, 1 
ioltructing the ignorant; ſome carnal, 
winding more the things of the world 
th an of Chriſt 3 ſome light, and, frothy, 
and; baye little of that gravity and. ſe- 
rionſneſo, which becomes men in ſo ſas. | 
cred: an office ; ſome careſs perſons. of | 
quality and diſtinction though irreligi- 
ous, and deſpiſe the meaner ſort of peo- 
Ple though pious, and even ridicule any. | 
appearance of zeal in them; ſome are 
like politicians, purſuing ſelfiſh projects [ 
more than the work of the miniſtry, 
and ſtudying how to pleaſe men rather 
than Chriſt, Gal. i. 10. and ſome are 
obſerved to make little conſcience of 
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ſecret and family. prayer. 
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VI. 


— Ab 
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: 18 * are e Hh which ate mats 
„ regarded, yer vety provocking to a holy 
God; ads vain thoughts, idle words, 

| Fooliſh talking and jeſting Wrong 
K thdughits, ſpeeches and actions about 


ness in divine worthip'; particularly, 
not joining in the duty of finging 
Ipfalms, and, When others are pray ig 


„As af oft. af plesſüre in the Bis, fad, 


Andi mifefles ef 'theſe Who we think are 


J 
7 'Bnfriendly 'to us, -wearying at religi- 
+ | 'ous exerciſes "and circumſpect walking 


| and the neglect of ſelf. examination. 
ples, and about the aflicted ſtate and 
broad; not praying in ſecret, as we 


| mould, for what we proffeſsto pray for 


valuable than we really Are. 


1 
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others, contrary to Mat. 7. 12. —Over- 


. Wich ue, wie do not join ſuitabty. Tak 


unthankfulneſs, and want of reflection, 


Not mourning for the fins of others, 
and unconcernednefs about their trou- 


5 : Litcumftances of the Lord's people A- 
bhefore there. An inclination and am- 
i bition to be thought better and more 
VII. We ſhould mourn and be Mön 


| dled greatly for the public ſins of the 
"| Church 


"x +2 J 
Mins. State and Army, particularly 
. following : . 4 
1ſt National perfidy, perjury,; and co- 
\venapt-breaking, contrary to our ſolemn} 
| National Covenants, which have been 
1 broken and burnt in former times, and 
many of God's precious Saints cruelly}? 
murdered for their faithful adherence 
to the work of God, by them engaged 
unto. And theſe Covenants have been 
miſerably neglected, and ſlighted even 
by profeſſed Preſbyterians.; and even 
"Stir General Aſſembly ſeems either a- 
_fraid, or aſhamed to mention them for 
many years paſt, ſo that the memory 
; of them is like to be buried by this 
generation. As to our Armies and 
Fleets, there has been, and is in them, 
ſo much open profaneneſs and immora- g® 
lity, and avowed contemning of religion, 
and the duties thereof, that, inſtead of e 
being a ſanctified defence to the Na- # 
tion, their ſins may provoke the Lord - 
h 


to ſend deſolating Judgments upon us. 
24h, With regard to our Church, 
many things are far wrong in it: (1 In- t 
ferior judicatories do not, as they ought, || 0 
repreſent to the General Aſſembly what F 
| is * 


| 15 e to be A5 for between 
and the revival of religion ; þ and, when 


n they do, ſuch repreſentations are little ; 
f de el (2.) Party-work, Faction ant 


; diviſion, prevail in many Fe {byteries 
# 5nd other Courts, and how Þ nattial and 


ho : ſuperficial, in the exerciſe of Charch dif- 4 


* 


#cipline are the moſt ? (3. * Our General 


2 


; þ Aſſembly, for many years, have been 


too much influenced by carnal motiyes, 
and have not duly endeavoured to pre- 


a- ſerve the rights and privileges of the 
or church, nor the royal prerogatives of 


y | Chrift her King and Head. (4.) Our 
is? church now makes no faithful repreſen- | 


id tations of grievances to the Civil Goyern- 


a, ment. (5.) Many of the ſpeakets in 


a- aſſemblies are leaſt zealous for reforma- 
n, tion, and they who profeſs better prin- 


of eiples are culpably filent, (6.) The 


a- Aſfembly hath for ſeveral years paſt, 
d given over appointing days of Nation: at 


. JFaſting and Thankſgiving, and ſeems to 
„ have reſigned the church's power, in 


- | that and other matters, into the hands 
t, of the civil government: and 1 in a great 
ors ſubmitted to practical Eraftia- 
oy The Commiſſions of the 
. = Aſſembly 


Church, State nd Army, benen, 
theſe e (| 
_ - it National perfidy, perjury, ; and co- 
venant- breaking, contrary to our ſolemn? 
National Covenants, which have been 
broken and burnt in former times, and 
many of God s precious Saints cruelly 
murdered for their faithful adherence 
to the work of God, by them engaged © 
unto. And theſe Covenants have been 15 
miſerably neglected, and lighted even © 
by profeſſed Preſbyterians.; and even 4 
our General Aſſembly ſeems either a- . 
fraid, or aſhamed to mention them for 
many years paſt, ſo that the memory iC 
of them is like to be buried by this | © 
generation. As to our Armies and t. 
Fleets, there has been, and is in them, 
ſo much open profaneneſs and immora- 
lity, and avowed contemning of religion, . 
and the duties thereof, that, inſtead of © 
being a ſanctified defence to the Na- * 
tion, their ſins may provoke the Lord & 

1 


N 


to ſend deſolating judgments upon us. 
2dly, With regard to our Church, 
many things are far wrong in it: (1.) In- 
ferior judicatories do not, as they ought, ; 
en to the General Aſſembly what 


* 1 
* A 


is neceſſary to be done for reformation 
And the of EA of religion ;. and, when 


| EY (2.) Party-work, faction and 
44 diviſion, prevail in many Preſbyreries 
ly; 
ce ſuperficial, in the exerciſe of Church diſ- 
cipline are the moſt? (3.) Our General 
Aſſembly, for many years, have been 
en too much influenced by carnal motives, 
en and have not duly endeavoured to pre- 
a- ſerve the rights and privileges of the 
or church, nor the royal prerogati ves of 
ry Chriſt her King and Head. (4.) Our 
is | church now makes no faithful repreſen- 


2 2 3 
* . — 


1d tations of grievances to the Civil Govern- 


n, ment. (F.) Many of the ſpeakers in 
a- aſlemblies are leaſt zealous for reforma- 
n, tion, and they who profeſs better prin- 
of eiples are culpably filent, (6.) The 
a- Aſſembly hath for ſeveral years paſt 


rd | given over appointing days of 4053 
. Faſting and Thankſgiving, and ſeems to 


h, have reſigned the church's power, in 


a- that and other matters, into the hands : 


of the civil government: and in a great 
ö meaſure ſubmitted to practical Eraſtia- 
E Wi. (0) The Commiſſions of the 
| B Afﬀfembly 


they do, ſuch repreſentations are little 


and other Courts, and how n nartlal and ; 


\ Ws 1 — n * rn DN b eren n ; 


E 
Aſkmbly ordinarily conſiſt of too many 
Miniſters and Elders in, or near Edin- 
burgh; who, being moſtly under . | 3 
ee carry matters a wrong way; 
particularly, the Commiſſion has of late 
years, obtruded many Miniſters on va- 
cant pariſhes, ſometimes on the foot of 3 
F Preſentations, ſometimes in compli- 1 
. ance with the humour of ſome great 
man or other, altogether againſt the will 
of the pariſhoners. (8.) Our Commil- 
Hon and Aſſembly are ſo far from ſeek- 
ang the removal of Patronages, which 4 
formerly were complained of, as an an- 
tichriſtian uſurpation on the church of 
Chriſt, moſt deſtructive to religion; that 
the fare i 18, Not only tamely ſubmitted 
to, and ee e, in, but more keenly 
pleaded for, and promoted in IP | 
judicatories, than by the Civil Law: 
And all the former wreſtlings and reſt | 4 
monies of this and other churches a- 
gainſt the ſame, are on the matter coun- 
teracted and condemned. Some Mini- ü 
ſters have heen very aclive in promot- 
ing this Church's defection, from he 
purity of our once attained reformation, 
aud thereby have given great offence to 
mau 


2% "It; 
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many of f the Lord's people through the 


5 land. It is really ſurpriſing to many, 
that theſe men do not reflect how un- 
like they are to their worthy predeceſ- 
ſors, the faithful Miniſters of Scotland 
in former times, and how very dif- 
7 ferently ſhall their names be tranſmited- 
to poſterity, from theſe great and worthy 
men, who, under God, eſtabliſhed our re- 
1 [ formation; ſuch as Kiox, Welch, the Mel. 
1 vins, Bruce, Calderwood ,Rutherfoord, Dich- 
n, Gilleſpie, Durham, with many others: 
And alſo, how ſad is it, that fo few are 
endeavouring to ſtop the career of our. 


defection, or at leaſt, to keep up a ſtand- 
ing teftiniony- againſt it. As to the 


13 Civil Government, we ſhall only ſay, it 
were to be wiſhed the ſins of Magiſtrates, 
and civil officers of all ranks, were laid 


to heart, and lamented, elſe the Lord's. 
wrath. may break. forth for them, 


3 Jer. Xxxii. 32. 


344, Many hereſies and errors are 
vented in this age; and ſome of this 


1 church have eſſayed to ſpread, firſt Ar- 
+ minaniſm, and then Arianiſm, yet have 


not been duly cenſured ; others are not 


Ln of Creeds and. Confeſi ions ; others 


B 2. have 
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have introduced mapy fooliſh and dan- 
Zerous Hotions; ; it is feared alſo,” that 1 
Arpiniani iſm 18, mightily prevailing a 
ongft us. Ho ſad is it, that ſuch 
errors. ſhould be found in Scotland ?S 
How. many Socinians and Duakers ave in 
theſe lands? And is not Prelacy and Ja-i 
cabiti/m daily gaining ground in Scotland, ; 
Where theſe are almoſt inſeparable ? | 
And how lamentable is the increaſe of 5 
Popery ? Popiſh prieſts, and meetings 
for their idolatrous worſhip, en | 
ON kept up, yea, tolerate by the civil 
power; ſo that Popery has ſpread more 
of late years, than ever it did, even in 
the reigng of ng Charles and King | 
James. . 3 
Infidelity and Athcifin are n 1 
in our time, as may appear by the 
wany blaſphemous books and pamph- * 
Jets pybhſhed, of late, denying the truth j 
of the Chriſtian Religion, without con- 
troubh from theſe. who ought to honour 
God, by a juſt reſtraint of ſuch Hea- 
ven-daring practices; and theſe books 
 aregreedilyboughtup, and read by many 
ef all ranks, in ſomuch that there never 
8 were ſo formidable, keen and daring : 
| attacks 
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ö l mae againſt - Chriſtianity, Raa ; 
it was firſt received into BRITAIN; 
And conſidering the looſeneſs of this 


age, and our miſimprovement of Goſ- 


4 vel-light, may we not fear, leaſt the in- 


habitants of BRITAIN and IRELAND, be 


left to relinquiſh Chriſtianity altogether, 


and relapſe into downright Paganiſm: 
We ſhould alſo mourn over the mani- 
feſt evidences of the Lord's wrath al- 


ready gone forth againſt us. And even 


with regard to our ſecular concerns, is 


it not obvious, that the Lord has ſent 


forth a moſt dreadful ſpirit of diviſion, 
of diſcontent, of envy, and jealouſy, a 
ſpirit of ambition, of ſelf-ſeeking, and 
emulation amongſt us; ſo that there are 


fcarce any. ſocieties of men, where it 


does not prevail, and that both in our 
civil and ſpiritual concerns; inſomuch 
that the Lord's people. themkelres: can- 
Db in many caſes, be brought to one 
about ſin and duty: Is it not great 
cauſs of mourning, that the generality 
of all ranks are kn ſunk in neu- 
trality and indifferency, and ſeem to 
be ſettled on their lees,—and to be ſoy- 


ing in their hearts, the Lord will not 


<0 good, neither will he do evil. Is at - 


E * 
5 not matter of great Magendie that 
the preſent generation, inſtead of being | 
ſuitably exerciſed in mourning. for the a 
foreſaid provocations, are not only ap- 
proving the deeds of their fathers, and 
ſo ſerving themſelves heirs to their guilt, 
but are riſen up in their father's ſtead, 
an increaſe of ſinful men, to augment 
yet the fierce anger of the Lord againſt 
us? Is it not great caufe of mourning, 
that the Lord hath given up ſo many 
to the luſts of their cm hearts, Pſal. Ixxxi. | 
1, 12. He withdraws from and frowns 
upon our folemn aſſemblies for worſhip, 
and has in a great meafure forfaken 
his ordinances ; and the moſt part 
ſeem to be only blinded and hardened 
by the means of grace, Iſa. vi. 9, 10. 
And how is a Spirit of ſupplication much 
reſtrained. from the ſouls of God's own 
remnant; fo that there are but few 
. in Zion, and little wreſtling 
| by prayer with the Lord, notwithſtand- 
35g his, work and intereſt is fo viſibly. 
upon the decline? Nay, and Goſpel-mi- 
niſters ſeem to have too much forgot, 
the great neceſſity of divine countenance 
„to their public adminiſtrations, which 
looks too like the Lord's coming againſt 
$0 us 


=— 
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us in a way of judgment as a moth, 
Hol. v. 7 | 2. Alas! may we not fear, that 


erality may be ſo far left to a- 
poſtatize, as to reject Coriſtianity alto- 


gether; and that our external ſtrokes may 
„ be like thoſe, whereby Jeriſulem and the 


Fews were deſtroyed for reje&ing the Lord 
of Glory? 1 ThelE ii. 16. Luke xix. 41, 


42. The moſt eminent of the Lord's 


fervants and people, who have had inti- 
mate - communion with God in Chrift, 
have deelared, they forſaw very dreadful 
calamities coming on Britain and Ireland, 
for their rejecting of Chriſt and abuſe of 
the Goſpel, and breach of our ſolemn 
vows to the Moſt High God; yet, they 
were alſo of the mind, that after the 
ſtorm, the Lord will fend a glorious ſun- 
ſhine of Goſpel-light, and give much of 


his gracious preſence in ordinances.— 


And however now-a-days, ſome mock 
at the difcoveries of the Lord's mind to 


his people, and brand ſach with the name 
of Enthufiaſm ; yet we defire to pay all 
due regard to it, and bleſs the Lord for 
any the leaſt intimation of his favour 
to theſe Lands ; let others mock till their 
bands be made 7 0 On ſuch accounts 
the Lord's poopls ſhould be much and 


often 


. 
* i 
+, Y 4 K 
3 
het 
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often in prayer. and faſting, . begging 
grace from a God in Chriſt to pe ſuita- | 

bly affected, and to be helped t& flee to 


Chriſt che exaked Prince, who gives re- 


pentance and remiſſion of ſins: Sup- 


xeicating moſt earneſtlyand importunate- 


ly, (I.) That the Lord would awaken 
all rapks, Mag! iſtrates, Miniſters, and peo- 
ple, und bring both Church and State to 


repeptance, and to ſet about ſpeedy and 


 thorow reformation. (2.) That he would 


put a ſtop to errors, herecies and infide- 


lity, reſtore and continue with us the | 
bleſſed privilege of Goſp el- doctrine, and Þ 
Goſpel-ordinances in purity and plenty, 
and grant much of his gracious preſence K& 


therewith, that he would purge and pre- 


ſerve his Church at home and abroad, 


ſanctify Miniſters and other Church- 
Officers more and more, convince, and 


convert ſinners, confirm and comfort be- 


lievers and dwell yet in the midſt of us. 


13.)-That he would mercifully reclaim 


ſuch of our Miniſters as are carrying 
on a courſe of defection, and inſpige 


Church judicatories yet with zeal for re- 


formation. (4.) That he would bring 
order out of our numberleſs confu- 


ſions, heal our divifions, remove the 
8 85 e 
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| dgments we are under ; and pre- 
ent what we are threatened with. 
J . ) That he would not deal with us as 
] e have ſinned, nor reward us accord- 
Ing to our iniquities; that he may not 
5 hide his judgments from us, nor give 
hs up to hardneſs and unbelief of heart, 
40 -blindneſs of mind, to a ſpirit of 
| Mupidity, of diſtraction and confuſion. 
16.) That the Lord would bleſs our. 
' Povereign King George, his. Conſort the 
Pyzeen, and all the branches of the 
Royal Family, with graces and gifts 
Peceſſary for the, right diſcharge of 
he important and weighty duties in- 
1 tumbent on them in their high ſta- 
tion, and with zeal for God — his. 
| Fauſe at home and abroad; and diſap- 
Þoint the wicked deſigns. * thoſe who, 
pre enemies to his Majeſty's Govern - 
. 1 ment and our holy religion. (7. ) 
That he would bleſs thoſe in infe- 
Tor lawful authority; pouring. out 
Dis Spirit upon them as a ſpirit of faith, 
epeatance and. reformation ; enabling, 
em to. hear his voice, both in his 
vord and in his providences, and lead- 
g them o employ their power and au- 
. EY thority 


* 
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thority for God: that he would ſet wiſeſ e 
counſellors about the throne; and dire ſu 
in the preſent conjuncture of affairs. — 
overruling, for his own glory and the 
good of thefe lands, the 1 0 ny 
* of providence both abroad andi 
home. -(8.) That he would 
port mercy on the young and i 
generation, and raiſe up' a ſeed from} 
amongſt them to ſerve and honourl 
him, that one generation may praiſe} 
his works ro another; that he would 
baſten the overthrow of Mahometan 
_ delufion, conſume the man of ſin 51 
the fpirit of his mouth. and deſtroy | 
him by the brightneſs of his coming. 
(9.) That he would make the great $6 
Ones, the mighty Princes and Poten- b 
tates of the world who contemn God, 
and his holy worſhip, who are, either 
religious, or engaged in a falſe re- 
ligion, who(have uſed) and do uſe their 
Power. againſt, and binder the progreiz} 
of the Goſpel, and the advancement] 
of true religion, ro lay down that ſpirit, 
that antichriſtian ſpirit, to embrace the 
Goſpel, to love the power of godlineſs, 
5 Fete the true knowledge 0i 
E 


4 * 
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T1 


23.7. 
101 Jeſus Chriſt, and to encourage the faith- 
al Ful diſpenſers and profeſſors of it, both 
Dy their favour and example : that thus 
hey may worſhip the Lord in the 
6 Peauty of holineſs.— Laſtly, That the 
d Lord would accompliſn in his own 
al time any way theſe glorious promiſes 
| sf ade to the church, in the latter days, 
N 5 removing all the letts and impedi- 
ments that lies in the way of bringing 
ſel in his antient tribes ; that a ſtop may 
1d be put to the woful en of human 


Þlood amongſt the nations; that that 


an 

* appy period may ſoon approach when 
55 ation ſhall not riſe up againſt nation, 

| 4 neither learn the art of war any more, 
at that his peaceful kingdom may be 


reed, an end put to all the woful de- 
Piſions in the chriſtian world, and 
that the Lord Jehovah, the Prince of 
Weace, may reign in mount Zion, and 
defore his ancients, gloiouſly, the king- 
t doms of the earth become the kingdoms 
f our Lord and his Chriſt, and the 
„name of our new teſtament. Jeruſalem 
may be the Lord is there. 
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©, REVEREND IR, 


fs, oftner than once, to know the 
manner in which you entertain your 
people on the Lord's Day, and con- 
verſing with ſeveral of your pariſhion- : 


T-eannot but look upon, as having the 
roof HF the walter in them ; found * 
were: entirely of the ſame opinion with 
myſeif, viz. quite diſſatisfied with your 


dut of love to you, and pity to the ſouls 


friendly manner they are intended, and 


Blefs them to you and others concerned, 


* 
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HAVE. paſt chrongh your town 
different times, where 1 had ac- 


ers, whom in the judgment of charity, 


Public Miniftrations; have therefore, 


unter your charge, dropt theſe few lines, 
hoping they will be received in the ſame 


heartily praying the Spirit of Grate may 


ſo 


t 28 1 


& hall 1 have my end, and God all the 
Plory. 

Sir, you have now been for ene 

py office, and I may add, by profeſſion 

Miniſter of the Goſpel, and conſe- 
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| Fo lay aſide the doctrine of a crucified 
Thriſt, and ſubſtitute in the room there- 


Thriſtianity,) will never be countenan- 
he ed by God, to renew the hearts or re- 
Form the lives of any, or to bring {ſo 


e glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, is the 


on. The light of nature is not ſufficient 


re, 
als Er this purpoſe, as it giveth no diſ- 
FI dveries of Chriſt, Acts iv. 12. Neither 
Oy 


there ſalvation in any other : for there is 
pne other name under [Teaven given among 
n whereby we can be ſaved, Nor even 
e law itſelf, this being the miniſtra- 
C tion 


Auently bound in duty to lead your 
People in the right way to glory; but 


bt the dry and ſapleſs Doctrines of 
eatheniſm, (a religion which is not 


Much as one ſoul to glory. The Goſpel, 


ean of divine appointment for the ſal- 


; Mation of ſinners. Hence it is called the 
ey goſpel of our ſalvation, Eph. i. 13. Jn 
th bon ye alſo truſted, after that ye heard- 
ure word of truth, the goſpel of” your ſalva- 
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tion of death and te, 2 Cor. 23 
ul, 7, 9. But if the adminiſtration of dab ti 
c. , the miniſtration of condemnati- 
on be glory, &c. The Goſpel only is | 
* for this end, being the mini- 
ſtration of the Spirit and righteouſneſs, Si 
Gal. iii. 2. This only would IT learn of 
au, Received ye the ſpirit by the works of | 
the law, or by the hearing of faith ? 2 Cor. 
iii. 8, 9. How ſhall not the miniſtration 
of the ſpirit be rather glorious * much] 
more doth the miniſtration of rigbteouſ. 
neſs exceed in glory, And thereby theſch 
power of God unto N 1. 16. 
For Jam not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
for it is the power of God unto /alvation, Ge. | 
Now the goſpel firitly taken, is good 
Tidings of great Joy to all people, that 
unto them was born, in the city of David 
a, Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord, 
Luke ii. 10, 11. And the Angel ſaid unte 
them, Fear not: for, bebold, Thbring you good 
tiding off great joy, which ſhall be to all people; 
for unto you, fc. Therein God reveals 
to ſinners of mankind the unſearchable# 
riches of Chriſt. Eph. iii. 8. And thereby 
Chriſtin them the hope of glory, Col.i. 27 
goth alſo 1 invite and command them to 
- ans believe 


10 


1 1 


4 Pelie ve on chriſt for all his Glva- 
Fion, Ifa. lv. 1, 2, 3. 1 John i. 23. 
And doth encourage Go” by a free 
1 promiſe of that ſalvation to all that be- 
Jieve on his name, Rom. x. 9, 11. John 


Goſpel, makes it his buſineſ; in his call- 
Ing, to recommend Jeſus Chriſt in all 
Sis ſaving fulneſs of grace and glory, to 
the faith and love of men, repreſenting 
to them in the preaching of the word, 


. ff the firſt Covenant, Hoſea vi. 7. Rom, 
dF. 12. the way of their recovery thro? 
at Thriſt the. ſecond Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 47. 
id@vbo ſtanding in the room of his choſen 
people, fully anſwered all the demands 


Dy procuring for them all the bleſhngs 


f glory, Philip. i. 29. Adds iii. 26. Eph. 


nd repentance as the terms of ſalva- 


in 


ii. 16. Now every true Miniſter of the 


phe. original, holy, and happy ſtate in 
be firſt Adam, Eccl. vii. 29, the 
* readful gulph of ſin and miſery into 
Shich they are. plunged by the breach. 


Pf law and juſtice, John xix. 30. there- 


f grace, faith and repentance, pardon, 
peace, holineſs, &c. and all the bappineſs 


7. Rom. v. 1. Eph. i. 13. Rom. vi. 23. 
. 18 true you 3 mention SE 


veuon, but leave your pany people quite 
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in the dark as to the nature of chem 

all. If by ſalvation you mean a ſtate 
of a me happineſs in Heavan; 
no doubt true faith and evangelical re- | 
pentance go before. it, but if by falva-i . 
tion, you mean a ſinners entrance into 
a ſtate of ſalvation here on earth, begun fk 
in complete juſtification and gradu# 
al fanctification, Paul tells us, Act 6 
Xvi. 31. this is by faith alone, and ali 
true acceptable repentance follows up 
on it Zach. xii. 10. And indeed ſaying 
faith in Chriſt is the firſt right ſtep hea 
venward. Nothing ſavingly good goes be Ir 
fore it, and all ſaving good follows aftei 
It, As to the nature of this faith in Chriſ 
I know ſome would have it to be no mor 
than a mere philoſophical faith, an habi] 
of the underſtanding, whereby we —_ 
to a teſtimony upon the authority 0 
another and ſo according to them, faitW ar 
in Chriſt is merely a believing the trutſ at 
of things in che goſpel, upon the auf th 
thority of Chriſt, But the apoſtle Paulff of 


; 


ſheweth, that the faith whereby a {ipnd ex 

18 Jabliied, is faith in Chriſt's blooW ij 

Rom. iii. 24, 25. and not only in hi cc 

authority as a teſtifier. The deſign dy 

faving faith is, not only to know ti hi: 
e N tru 


2.3 


e truth N of Chriſt and his ſalvation reed 
Jed and promiſed in the goſpel, but alſo 
to receive Chriſt and his ſalvation as 
offered by and with the goſpel. —TPhere- 
fore ſaving faith muſt neceſſarily con- 
2 Jain two acts, Believing the truth of 
che Goſpel and Believing or truſting on 
$ Chriſt as offered and promiſed freely to 
Is nere in the Goſpel, for all his ſalva- 
J tion to be communicated to the ſinner 
& in particular. By the one it receiveth 
che means wherein Chriſt is conveyed, 
by the other it receiveth Chriſt himfelf 
ref and his ſalvation in the means, as it is 
il one act to receive the cup wherein the 
vine is conveyed, and another act to 
bil drink the wine in the cup. And both 
ES theſe acts muſt be performed heartily 
with an unfeigned love to the truth, 
it and a deſire of Chriſt and his ſalvation 
above all things. They who believe to 
the ſaving of the ſoul, receive the love 
of the truth, reliſhing the goodneſs and 
excellency of it, 2 hel. ii, 10. Philp. 
ili. 8, 9. eſteeming Chriſt to be all in all 
hY Col. iii. 11. in whom all fulneſs dath 
Idwell, Col. i. 19. loving every part of 
t his falration; holineſs .as well as forgive- 
u „ ne(s:. 


are to know that Chriſt requireth ref 


* De Chriſt who is the way, th 
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Neſs of ſins, and not like many chath 
care for nothing in Chriſt but only de. 
liverance from: hell and damnation 


Whoever: by grace is poſſeſſed of a 
above faith, whereby the finner 1 4 


united to Chriſt, and by virtue derived! 


from this true Vine, enabled to abound f. 
in all the fruits of righteoufneſs and 


bolineſs, ſhall. undoubted!y be ſaved il 
but whoever falls ſhort of it, be hi 
profeſſion what it will, hath neither 
part nor portion in this matter. As td 


repentance, Goſpel repentance ; this | 


aid is a conſequence of faith. It iS 
true Chriſt placeth the duty of repenf 


tance before faith, Mark i. 15. But ws 
tl 
:-+2ntance firſt, as the end to be aimed 
a, and faith in the next place, as the 1 


_ -nly means of attaining. to it, andſaf 
though the end be firſt in intention 
et the means are firſt in execution 


r 
:hough: both are abſolutely neceſſary u Q 
eternal ſalvation. 80 

What is repentance but a hearty turnnc 
ing from ſin to God, and his ſervicr 
and what way is there to turn to Godge 


truth 


ß 
at , and the life; without whom none 
col Fometh to the Father Johnxiv. 6. And 

7 What way is there of coming to Chriſt 
2 but by faith. Therefore if we would 
urn. to God in the right way, we 
edSnuſt firſt come to Chriſt by faith, and 
af Fairh muſt go before repentance, as 
ndShe great inſtrument afforded us by 
dj the grace of God, for the effectual per- 
* formance of it. Repentance is indeed 

a duty which ſinners owe naturally to 

4 God, but the great queſtion is, How 
 MWhall finners be able to perform it? 
MT his queſtion is refolved only by the 
en Goſpel of Chriſt. The way to repent 
was to begin with beheving. Therefore 
rey the great doctrine of John, in his bap- 
oy iſm of repentance, was, that they 
Should believe on him that ſhould come 
and After him i. e. on Chriſt Jeſus Acts xix. 4. 
onA moreparticularaccountof the nature of 
onfflerue Evangelical repentance, (for. I ſpeak 
7 tfnothere of a Legalrepentancewhich may 
go before faith, nay, may be where faith 
rnWMever takes place, ſuch as that of 
ice udas) pleaſe take as follows. Goſpel 
1 repentance is a ſaving grace, whereby 
a ſinner, not only convinced of his ſin 
and 
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Hy Na miſery 100 xvi. 17. Rom. vii. off 
but illuminated in the knowledge off 
Chriſt, the tranſcendant glory of hi 

| Perſon and offices, able and willing t 
help him out of his ſtate of fin * 
miſery, having his will renewed Pſ. cx. 1 

or made pliable to the Zoſpel, call bei 
lieving, taking Chriſt for all and 0 
ſtead of all, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. looking fo 
the ſupply of all he wants in and fron 
! © Chriſt, new related to Heaven, by bd 
j ing united to Chriſt by faith Eph. iii. 14 
1 juſtified x Cor. vi. 6. 11. reconciled if 
God, Rom. v. 1. adopted into the family 
of heaven, Eph. ii. 16, 19. having Got 

= 7: for his God, John xx. 17. and havin - 
E/ His nature Ae Eph. i. 13. 1 Co 
E pi. 11. the ſeeds of all grace planted it 
him as the immediate principles 
every gracious action, does turn fron 
fin unto. God out of ne to him, ant 
hatred of fin, as contrary to his mY 
nature and will, Jer. xxxi. 18, 
; Ezek.. xxxvi. 31. This is the 99 re 
pentance acceptable to God, and befor 
a ſinner is thus furniſhed for it, it | 
impoſſible he can ever reach it. Thus 
Dear Sir, I bare siven you a ſaccind 
| {criptur! 
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if 
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1 . „ bee 
nd of the Goſpel, viz. the Glory of God 
the ſalvation of ſinners by Chrin Je- 
q is, the nature of ſaving faith, evange- 
Neal repentance, and by ſcattered hints, 
We nature of Chriſt's ſalvation, Subjects 
Which I am perſuaded would be highly 
Weorecable to many of your people to 
Wear handled more fully from the pul- 
Wit, and through the bleſſing of God, 
"'D ight be a happy means of the conver- 
jon of finners, and upbuilding of 
Wints in err and comfort through | 
aich unte flvation. I own a Miniſter 
$f the Goſpel ought to declare the whole 
ounſel of God to his people, Acts xx. 
1, 27. But the doctrine of Chriſt Je- 
us the Lord, holds the firſt place, and 
s the foundation of all other doctrines 
hatſoever. The doctrine of his Di- 
ine Perſon, Col. i. 15. his Divine Office, 
Tim, ii. 5. his Divine Righteouſneſs, 
er. XX111. 6. and his Divine Spirit, 
which all that are Chriſt's receive, Rom. 
111. 9. This doctrine being that by 
rhich the Spirit mainly worketh is the 
drincipal, hence Miniſters are called 
liniſters of Chriſt. This! is the ſource 
whence 


:1 
Of 
ing 
fo 


SK 


8 
: A * 
- © 


* ax 


. 


* — 8 * 4 4 v 
a Sd oo. 2 * A * < 
* « LY 
4 * » + * 1 0 by >. 
« * 4 Fea 
. . 
. — ö 3 1 
. IS . 4 
WT. 4 5 1 4 1 = " 4 / ws... 2 — E ung 
— ay 8 — * — %; 3 A 
by Y . 2 E * 1 4 
5 1 
9 W . . * 
- ks. et. F TOI 7 ! 
82 o 8 * 


whence all the fi muſt flow, the 


faithful Miniſter, makes it his chief bu 
ſineſs, in his calling to commend [Jeſu 
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by Faith, and abiding in him by Faith 


ne e * 
* * 


| 1 and a number of ſouls are brought 


cious faith of God's elect, the Next 
work in the order of the goſpel, is t- 
build a houſe for Jeſus Chriſt, a habi 


Here is the place for morality, bring in 
your morality here. This you will find 
to have been the practice of the Apoſtk 701 
Paul, that great maſter builder, in allhu! 


[4] 


center in which, all the lines of trutll 
do meet. No wonder then that ever 


Chriſt in all his fulneſs of grace and 
glory to the faith and love of men, af 


was ſaid above, ſince there can be ne 


true chriſtian, but one united to Chrill 


and Jove, unto the glorifying of the 
name of Jeſus i in the beauties of goſpe 


ngen. 5 55 — _ 


Ir! 


When the GoTpel hath been reach 


to believe in Chriſt, with the pre u. 


tation for him by the Spirit to dwell in 
even a ſpiritual houſe which is his peo 
ple, by ſhewing them how they ought 
to walk towards God and towards men 


his Epiſtles, particularly Rom. vii. 4 
whoſe example every faithful Miniſte 
Eu WI 


1 
Pin reckon i it his honour and duty to 
ppy after. 

A Miniſter ſhould likewiſe declare the 


;3ghteous judgment of God againſtſin and 
nners and preach the law for Goſpel ends. 


Hut whatever ſubject they preach upon, 


ſweet ſavour of Chriſt ſhould run thro” 
hem all ; if they preach upon the Per- 
Hons of God, it ſhould be a God in 


t Wrath as ſuch, which will be infalli- 
Bbly executed upon all out of Chriſt. 
But to harp continually upon the Tame 
ring of Moral Duties, prior to Faith in 
hriſt, to make that the main Theme in 


We electing love of the Father, to the 


eſs of man's. ſalvation. What is this 


indut to introduce a baſtard Covenant of 


ſtl orks? And I dare venture to ſay, no 
alu] can thrive under ſuch a miniſtry, 
4al. i. 8, Pray, what can ſinners do 


cry © either 
71 N 


hriſt, if upon Promiſes as Tea and Amen 
Chriſt, if upon Precept: as the Law of 
hriſt, thereby raiſing heathen Morality 
b Goſpel holineſs, if upon Threatenings 


reaching, is a high affront to all the 
ree Perſons of the glorious Trinity, to 


Heeming grace of the Son, and to the 
pplying work of the Spirit in the buſi- 


E 


either acceptable to God, or profitable . 
to themſelves before their coming te 'F 
| Chriſt. This, I mean Faith in Chriſt 
is the firſt, the great, the comprehenfive 
duty required by God under the Goſ. 
pel, and called by Chriſt himſelf, by way 
of  eminency—The work of Cod, John. 
vi. 29. The work of works, becauls all 
other good works proceed from it. Hd 
that doth this, doth all, and he that doth | 
not this, doth nothing, 
Though no quarters in Hell are to. 
lerable, yet our Lord ſaith, Matth. xif 
225 24. That it ſhall be more ae Nc. 
Many of our civil moral men, nay even 
of our gay profeſſors, would think them- 
ſelves highly affronted to be put in the 
| balances with filthy Sodomites, but 
if it were poſſible for a perſon living 
under the goſpel, to have no other 
fault but only unbelief, and he needs 
no more to ruin him, his fin is greatetſ 
his judgment will be more dreadful, 
and his ſtate worſe for eternity, thang 
that of the vileſt of the nations, hq 
never heard of a Saviour, John xv. 22 


105 ii. 3. and % 29: And yet this if 
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Uf in your public miniſtrations, a fin, 
Without which others would not pre- 
fail to condemnation, nay, without 
which others would not prevail even in 
en's converſation. 


Wreſented above of unbelief, both in this 


df the Goſpel, who being placed, by 


arning to their people, to fly from the 
Trath to come, and guide them to Jeſus 


he alarm, ſuffering their people ro ſleep 


ew Moral Duties, they will thereby ſe- 


appineſs, and though they have not 
he ſmalleit knowledge of, nor acquain— 
ance with the Saviour, all will be well 


trace prevent not, muſt undoubtedly 
periſh, but their blood will be required 
it the Peer s hand, Ezek. xxxiii. 7 8. 
ind how dreadtul muſt this guilt be, 
D ſince 


fin you never take the ſmalleſt notice 


If ſuch be the conſequences, as re- 


nd a future world to the hearers, what 


Nat theſe be to many profeſt Miniſters | 


fthce, as upon a Watch tower, to give 


he only City of Refuge, yet never ſound. 


dn ſecurely in the way to Hell; telling 
bem if they perform the IE of a 


are to themſelves a ſtate of eternal 


ith them forever. Such hearers, if 
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. 3 
ſince our Saviour himſelf, Math xvi. 26 
reckons one ſoul more valuable than 
whole world. ? 
O, Dear Sir, if you bars any regar 
for the glory of God, and the ſalvatid 
of your own, and that of other precio 
ſouls, be prevailed upon to ſtep afid 
from the hurry of the world, take ſon 
time to conſider with yourſelf, the im 
portance of. your weighty charge, an 
the awful account you are one day 
give of your deportment therein to God 
Make choice of ſuch ſubjects as ten 
with the power and ſpirit of God, if 
weaken the ſecure. Fear not to te 
them, whatever other qualifications the 
may ſeem to be poſſeſſed of, if they be 
lieve not, they muſt undoubtedly b 
damned. And when awakened, diret 
them to the merciful], the compaſſionat 
the tender-hearted Jeſus, who hath fai 
it, and will certainly do it, Him th 
cometh unto me I will in no wiſe caſt 0 
John vi. 37. And then build them 
With their fellow ſaints, in their mq 
holy faith. Thus, ſhew yourſelf 
wortbman, that needeth not to be 


| ſham 
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BODY rightly dividing the word of 
ruth, giving to each their portion in due 
aſon, Never forget to diſtinguiſh be- 
wixt the precious and the vile, believers 
nd unbelievers, otherwiſe you will be in 
anger of giving the children's bread unto 
ogs; always making a cloſe and ſkil- 
ul application of the doctrines taught, 

hich, it is to be ſuppoſed, are agree- 
ble to the form of ſound words, con- 
ained in the Holy Scriptures, this be- 
ing the ordinance of God for good, 
ending through his bleſſing to reach 
he conſciences, hearts, and affections 
f the hearers, without which the mere 
nforming of the judgment, will be but 
s water ſpilt upon the ground that 
annot be gathered up again, preaching 
defore and not to the hearers, being 
Put as a tinkling braſs or ſounding 


— 


ſambal, going in at the one ear and 


ut at the other. 


teeding from a regard to you, and pity 
o thoſe under your charge; to hear of 
heſe few lines being kindly received 


1 | G and 


And now to conclude as 1 began, the 
Fhole of what is advanced above, pro- 
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and having the iehred effect, will g1vg 
very great joy. I am, Rev. Sir, a fi 


cere well-wiſher of the work and peop| 
of God. 
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READ ER, is it your office to preac 
the glorious Goſpel of the ever bleſſed 
God ? Are you a faithful Paſtor of thi 
Flock of Chriſt, which he redeemed 
by his moſt precious blood ? Do you 
anatomize and open up to finners, thai 
deplorable and wretched ſtate in which 
they are by nature, by telling them 
that they were born in fin, born to fin 
dead! in treſpaſſes and flow. and yet liv 
ing in fin, that every member of the 
body, ad every faculty and power © 
the ſoul is corrupted and depraved 
and that conſequently they have ndff 
power nor ability in themſelves to dc 
any thing for their own help and reg 
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covery, nor to obtain the favour oe 
God, and a right to cternal glory ? Do 4 


you exhibit a crucified Savicur from 
| "Fg 


F K . 


he Pulpit, in his excellencies and uſes 
ilneſs, in his perſon and natures, offi 
es and. benefits, how he ſhould be be- 
ieved in, ſerved or ſuffered for, to 
rrecious and immortal ſouls? If you 
lo theſe things, O have pity and com- 
aſſion- on your nominal brethren in 
he ſacred function! Many of them are 
0 the language of the prophet Iſaiah 
vi. 10, 11, 12. blind and ignorant; 
umb dogs. that cannot bark; ſleeping, * 
g down, loving ſlumber. Fu; they are 
reedy dogs, which can never have enough, 
nd iis are ſhepherds that cannot uner- 
und: they all look to their own way: 
very one for his gain, from his own quar-- 
Come ye, SAY THEY, I will fetch 
pine, and we will fill ourſelves with flirong 
rink, to-wo0rrow ſhall be as this day, and 
nuch more. abundant. They have no 
nſe or knowledge of the truſt repoſed 
r them, they are ignorant of their 
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De 

Vork, and therefore, very unfit to teach 
e cbers. If the /eers ſee not, who ſhall 
„e for us? Vibe light that is in them 


De darkneſs, how great is that darkn:ſs ? 
hey do not faithfully reprove men 
© 3 for 
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for their faults, nor tell them What will 
be in the end thereof. Where is thd 
watchman, that is lifting up his voicd 
like a trumpet, and announcing to u 
the tremedous judgments that are 
- threatened in the word of God againſt 
ſinners, and are now in the awful af. 
pect of providence hanging over this 
ſinful nation, and deſerve to be poured 
out upon our guilty heads. Many are 
looking to their own way, ſeeking their 
own, not the things that are Chriſt's : fa- 
crificing the. concerns of the Church, 
and the public welfare at the ſhrine of 
private intereſt and ambition. Are 
there not many dozing watchmen in 
our Iſrael, who talk to their people of 
che follies of enthufiaſm, till their faith 
in the Divine predictions, which was 
intended to have been a guard to their 
hearts againſt the ſurfeiting cares of the 
world, and to keep them vigilant, has 
loſt its power, and they are lulled into 
a . ſecurity, from which nothing can 
rouſe them, ſhort of the voice of that 
trumpet which will rend the heavens 
and the carth. ? Have not ſome con- 


verted the religion of Chriſt into a ſyſ- 
| tem 


Ne 


„% ͤũł ün 1: 


em of worldly traffic; who live in plea- 
ure, and, having fed themſelves with 
the fat, and clothed themſelves” with 
he woot, abuſe, inſtcad of feeding the 
flock ? Have not many entered into the 
prieſt's office, for a piece of bread, and. 
are now become Epicures, and corpulent 
divines; filling their catacombs and 
ellars, better than their cloſets ? Thus 
confirming others in their wicked ways 
land hardening their hearts, whom they 
ought to reprimand, How can drunk- 
ards think it any harm to be drunk, 
when thoſe who have the charge of their 
ſouls repoſed in them, join with them 
and lead them to ie? Alas! ſome. 
ave conceived ſuch an eſteem and reſpect 
for the company of their Patrons and 
as others in opulent circumſtances, that 
after they have performed the taſk of 
Divine ſervice on the Lord's day ; they 
are known to ſet out, either on foot or 
to horſe back, to ſome of thoſe delight- 
nul houſes, there to ſpend the week till 
at Paturday evening or Sabbath morning, 
s Hot in the profeſſion of a Parſon, but 
-a the character of a farmer or a phi- 
{. Woſopher. Pray Sir, who is appointed 
1 | | tO 
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to- look after the flock in Ut Paſtor's. 
abſence, to reprove, warn,. and reclaim. 
the vicious, to comfort the mourner, 
to ſtrengthen the weak, and to give an. 
account of the ſtate of the flock, on: 
his return, that he may know. how 
to. give every one his portion in 
due ſeaſon, and to commend himſelf 
to every man's conſcience, as in the ſight. 
of that God, who is now the ſpectator of 
all our ations, and ere long, will be our 
1mpartial. judge? Are they all ſuppli- 
_ cating. the Supreme Being, to bring, 
down tyranny and oppreſſion every 
where, to extirpate Popery, and the ſu- 
perſtitions of the church of Rome from 
the earth, that civil and religious liber- 
ty, fie vl and. good government may 
be given to every nation in the habi- 
table globe? No Sir, ſome have been 
heard a few months hence, FO addreſs 
the Deity in theſe words, O Thou 
* Author of religion, they have broken 
6 down thine altars and killed the Prieſts 
„of -the Lord.” Do not, ſome ſay, 
that the war in which the nation is now 
engaged It is a war of religion.— The 
wh French are a nation of e 
enemies 
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enemies of all religion; and there- 


who came not to deſtroy men's lives, 
put to ſave-them !—A war of religion, 
D ye pions cruſaders! Ye never need 


d nations enew to gratify your holy 
* : 

+ eal with evertaſtivg. bloodſhed, But 

ew us your commiſſion ? Is it a for- 


rery, or is it derived from Him who 


on the juſt and on the unjuſt; and 
deſireth not the death of a ſinner?“ 


gainſt our enemies may not be exactly 


r- 1 
y {ſt Much as we execrate wickedneſs, 
1. Jet let us be impartial. Perhaps it 


hould rather be, © they are infidels, 


ad as they are, the freedom of every 
eſcription of worſhip is protected by 
the force of the nation; but as it is 
kely the majority of the repreſentatives 
f the people have no religion them— 


9 | 5 have 


fore deſerve to be extirpated from the 
earth.“ Admirable imitators of Him 


o ſheath your ſwords, There are wick 


mazketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and i 
* on the good, and who ſendeth rain 


But it is poſhble that the accuſation 


the partizans of no ſeat.” Nobody 
uſpects them to have much piety, yet, 


hes, they have cftablithed none, but 


do for the firſt three hundred years af 


its conqueſts. Be our opinion what i 


tions of Rome, and thus to clear tht 


A 2 46 F- 


"Pe left religion to take care of itſelf 
5 and work its own way by. the nativ 
power of truth, juſt as it was forced ti 


ter Chriſt, without either emolument 
or penal ſtatutes in its favour; but with 
this difference, that no max halt perſe 
cute it, nor any one ſect perſecute ano 


ther, but if Chriſtianity be from God 5 
that it ſhall have free liberty to mak . 


may of the utility or miſchief of rel 
gious eſtabliſhments among Proteſtants 
yet, is not this preferable to the ſuper: 
ſtitions and. horrors of Popery ? And i 
God in his providence ſees fit, by the: 
methods, to overthrow the -abomina 


way for undefiled religion, ſhall we b 
angry with his diſpenſations, or diſpute 
his wiſdom 4. 

Dear Sir, perhaps - your patience 1 
now almoſt exhauſted, with the pre 
cegding unpleaſant queries, and theſg 


: a . tO | 

few hints relative to the war. Pra 5 
Sir, bear with. me a little longer, while * 
NM | our 
a N 8 


; t Signs of the Times. 
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put a few more oa to you con- 
Werning your nominal brethren. Are 
| ot many of them Philoſophical harangu- 
who deliver ſermons totheir hearers, 
What are generally nothing but {tiff and 
Wnaffefting declamations on ſome moral 
: abject; they wave the peculiar doc- 
Wrines of Chriſtianity, as Cry and ſpecu- 
Wative points, and chooſe comonly for 
heir theme, thoſe topics that are common 
Wo all religions. We may hear a courſe 
pf ſermons from perſons of this ſtamp, 
ithout-ever learning what is the great 
nd of revelation, or how a fallen crea- 
ure may emerge from the ruins of a- 
poſtaſy. They talk much about the 
deauty of virtue, and how conducive 
$ morality to the happineſs of 
mankind in ſocial and paivate life: 
It is true, they cannot, for ſhame's 
cauſe, altogether omit mentioning the 
name of Chriſt; but it is as ſeldom as 
Epoſſible : and, leſt it ſhould be ſhocking 
Jo the polite part of their audience, they 
'Fcommonly vail it under ſome para- 
phraſe ; calling him the ſacred Author of 3 
our religion ; that finiſhed pattern of obedi= * 
ence ; or the like. Perhaps you have bh 
e „„ 
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5000 in a Ke Ar „ That 
“ ſome have avoided pronouncing th 
name of Chriſt in their diſcourſes 
& becauſe it is a harſh monoſyllable, and 
, clogged with too many conſonants. 
Are not too many of them Legal d: 
claimers? who are always inculcating 
the duties, but ſeldom the privileges 0 
Chriſtianity.—Inſtead of making pri 
vilege the foundation of duty, thy 
make duty the foundation of privilege -- 
They are always exhorting their hearcia d 
to perform duties, but ſeldom to believe . 
They often tell us, that if we becom yal 
fathers to the poor, eyes to the bline * 
feet to the lame, and cauſe the widowi emp- 
heart to ſing for joy; that if we are ch: — 
ritable and benevolent, and do ſomcourfe 
good deeds, and a- few praiſe-worth 2 
actions, we will obtain the favour s call 
God, and a paſſport to immortal ho! 18 
our and glory.“ | take f 
Alas slaſſes 


— — | _—M viler t 
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* A day or two after the celebration of the Lon yon kr 
om at 4 h-B——& laſt ſummer, P — H. Mot we 

miniſter of M. Sir H——Sir J. Capt. drunk 
Went of in a boat to the Ifle of May.— Previous to the umoſp 
departure, proper victuals, and no ſmall quantity of wil _ 
and ſpirits &c. were Aa aboard. — After they had arr 


Alas! alas! Dear Sir, is it not a very 


5 — 


have the glorious Redeemer for the 
matter of their ſermons, even when 


are ſolely animated by ſordid intereſt 
and groveling. pride? Miniſters of this 


character, 


ww „ 


Jpert of the day was ſpent in the amuſements of the place, 
Wand not a little portion of it in eating and drinking their 
royal repaſt. While they were regaling themſelves, many 
joke and oath did paſs, ſeveral ſongs were ſung, and 
not a few by the Paſtor of M. who excelled all the jolly 
company, with his harmonious notes and theatrical turns: 
Indeed the Revrend Parſon (irronically called fo) was the 
J tonpue of the Trump. When Phœbus bad almoſt run his 
courſe in the weſtren ſky, it was ſuggeſted by one of the 


is called, Well pilot, (ſays Sir J. S.) are we all ſafe.” 
Vou are all very.fafe juſt now, replied the noble Tar,” 
(laudit plaudits,) Come my brave fellow, (ſays another,) 
take five or fix hearty glaſſes :” „ Five or fix hearty 
glaſſes,“ ſays the Tar, ** What do you mean by that? Do 
you wiſh toſee me the worſe of drink, and to make myſelf 
viler than a beaſt? I never was in a ſtate of intoxication 
yet, and that my worthy friend Sir H. knows; and do 


Joa know Sir, (continued the ſpirited Tar,) that the lives 
of the company depends much upon me, if I were to get 
"iſ drunk, I would drown you all in a moment; I ſee the 


&moſpiere is threatenivg, and the water is already be- 


come 


nelancholy truth, that there are ſome 
Miniſters 'in our Church, who may 


they are not in the leaſt ſwayed by a 
regard to His glory and honour, but 


at the deſtined ſhore, and all ſafely landed on the Iſland, 


company that it was now more than time to make ready, 
and put to ſea again. Accordingly, the principal Boatman 


6 000) 3 * 7 5 2 
* 9 g M6! RPE "He tt 3 - 4 
"4 © >» : | 2 4 A2 4 N n bn - 3% 
. pA | N gf 18 2 5 ; 7 88 . > 2 2 = 5 
Et 1 n 2 N * * S k \ > Y 8 PR ag a N * 3 — 

7 rn 7 „ AD — — n N ba: * 1 Bhs Ar 1 5 a 

1 * & = a+ a & 4>V * — 8 * * 4 J - Pl * * 

. 2 TE 2 82 1 . 5 ** 5 * 


4 * 2 1 a AK a 
tk fa 25 y * * - AY of, TY "RP. 1 hem as y * . * - «> * 
* P's 2 l x? * * PET Ry "TH 4 0 LO r 

0 Lands, FG ; E * 

” * * 9 Wi * KI 
Ws TY <a A OK | ; 5 
- "Yar : 8 a 
* 


"0. 0-4 
character, preach themſelves, even when ickl 
they preach Chriſt. Though they ſeen 

to make as if they wanted their audi- cart 
ence ſhould be in love with their Lord Thri 
and Maſter, yet they chiefly intend tha 
their audience ſhould admire themſelves, 
When they are compoſing their ſermons, 
they are more ſolicitous how they ſhall} 
couch the paſſions, pleaſe the fancy, and 
= 3 mY 5 ticxkle 


e 


come rough, ſo that it will not be eaſy work to get ſafe 
to land, eſpecially when I conſider, that my cargo is by 
this time very bad and unſtable ballaſt.” In about half 
an hour all were aboard. But the ſober tars had not 
rowed many furlongs from the ſeat of joy and mirth, when 
the ſky became exceeding dark and cloudy, a ſtrong gale 
of wind from the ſouth-weſt beat hard upon them, the 
ocean tempeſtuous, the waves and billows roaring and 
Tuning very high, and threatening to devour the little 
| barge in a moment: Which terrific and awful ſcene, 
made a ſon of mirth to exclaim, It is now manifeſt that 
Neptune has waged war againſt us, for this days con- 
duQ.—Come my brave lads, let us have a ſong to keep 
up our hearts.” Ah! a ſong, (cried the Reverend Song- 
Ker) I can neither ſing nor pray.” Every attempt and 


| mancœver that the mariners endeavoured to uſe, in order way 
| to bring the toſſed barge to the defired haven was in vain. W p x 
They were driven down the Frith, almoſt to the mouth |; f 
of the German Ocean. Andlo ! ſome of the paſſengers were cru 

now as wet on the outſide, as they had bathed themſelves 7 


in the infide. In this diſtreſſed ſtate, it was unanimouſly "ih 
agreed to run the boat, if poſſible, into D—b-r, and n, 
to go aſhore there. This they obtained with no ſmall 
difficulty about midnight, or early in the morning, * 

5 ; | be | | they 
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Wickle the ears of their hearers than 
Wow to perſuade, than how to break the 
eart, and eſpouſe the ſinner unto 
Whriſt. That they may be eſteemed | 
Wen of learning, it is ordinary for them 

Wo cloud their meaning with ſtrange 
Fords, with which the ears of the com- 
non people are not accuſtomed ; and 
Who very often miſtake that which is 
Woonderſully dark for wonderfully deep. And 
= 8 "> AE 


_—# 


hey entered the town, they found that every perſon was 
p bed; therefore, rather than trouble any houſe at ſo early 
Ia hour, they all ſet out on foot, and arrived with much 
Satigue at N. B. before breckfaſt. What a noble achievemet: 
What a worthy deed! How glorious an action was this! 
et command forthwith be given, to make monumental 
Pillars, of the moſt durable Marble, ſixty feet high. Call 
he moſt eminent Engraver in the Britiſh Iſle, that he 
pay engrave it with a pen of iron and point of a dimond. 
Then command theſe Columns to be erected on North- 
derwick Law, on Arthur's Seat, on the top of the Pillars 
f Hercules, or on the ſummit of the higheſt eminence in 
ne Univerſe ; that ſo it may be conſpicuous, and had in 

verlaſting remembrance, and not be forgot in the day of 
he reſtitution of all things, when the very worthy deeds 
and renowned ations of the ſons of mirth, and Prieſts of 
dacchus, are to be rewarded with immortal honour and 
lory,—Nay, command not to tell it in Gath, not to pub- 
ih it in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, that it be buried for 
ver in the remoteſt corner of the land of oblivion. 

Bona opera ſunt via ad regnum, non cauſa regnandi.. 
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of counterfeiting thoſe devout affeionf 


their ornaments, and animates thei 
dehvery. What they are chiefly def 


dience conſider them as but indifferent, 


half of their flock by head-mark ; and 
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they find themſelves under a neceſlity 


to which they are entire "ſtrangen| 
Pride chooſes their ſubjects, invents 


ſirous to know, when divine ſervice iff 
over, is not, what benefit their hearerg 
have reaped, but what are their ſentiments 
about themſelves. If they gain their 
applauſe, and are extolled to the ſkies 


as no ordinary men; their end is reach. 
ed, and they bleſs chemſelves in thei 
fancied ſuperiority unto others. But 


if they ſhall underſtand, that their au- 


common haranguers they are extreme- 


ly mortified, being diſappointed in their 
Principal aim.—Are our Clergy meek 


and humble? do they ſtudy to gain 
the hearts and affections of th ir pa- 
riſhioners, by their courteſy and affabi- 
lity to the poor, the afflicted, and thoſe 
who are labouring under imbecillity of 
body? No Sir, for it is reported, that 
ſome of them do not know the one 


no 
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no marvel, becauſe they believe not 
the Oracles of the living and true God, 
nr deſire to experience the falutary 
influences of the glorious Goſpel on 

their hearts, and to know the grace of 
God in truth. The inen, the authors, 
and their writings whom they con- 
verſe with, and delight in ſo much, 
never . ſpeak of humility as a virtue. 4 
The graces of the Goſpel of the bleſſed 
God, humble the creature, and exalt 
the Creator. But the admired virtues 
of the heathens tend only to foſter 
pride, and to make the perſon poſſeſſed 
of them in conceit with himſelf. 
Hence none of the orientals, none of 
the wiſe men of Greece, nor any of 
the ſages and philoſophers of Athens, 
that emporium of learning, ever erec- 
ted a divinity to humility. Pray, what 
was the religion of the ancients, and 
of thoſe Grecian writers and philoſo- 
phers, who are ſo much adored and 
admired 1n our day, by men who ſtyle. 
themſelves preachers of the Goſpel? It 
was all a fiction.—Fiction or fable, you A 
know is a creature of the human ima: 
gination, and derives its birth from: 7 
4 that 
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cet love of the . which is in 
a manner congenial to the ſoul of man. 
There is a powerful propenſity in our 
nature towards the new and p td of 
Hence the Legiſlator laid hold on this 
| bias of human nature, and of courſe 
employed fable and fiction as the moſt 

effectual means to civilize a rude, unpo- 
liſhed ' world. The philofopher, the 
theologiſt, the poet, the: muſician, each 
in his turn, made uſe of this vehicle 
to convey his maxims and inſtructions 
to the ſavage tribes. They knew that 
truth, ſimple and unadorned, is not poſ- 
| ſeſſed of charms powerful enough to 
_ captivate the heart of man in his pre- 
ſent corrupted and degenerate ſtate. 

The orientals diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
in a peculiar manner, by the boldneſs, 
the inconſiſtency, and the extravagance 
of their mythology. The genial warmth 
of thoſe climes, the fertility of the 
ſoil, which afforded every neceſſary, 
every conveniency, and often every lux- 
ury of life, without depreſſing their 
ſpirits by laborious excrtions ; the 
face of nature ' perpetually blooming 
around them, the {ſkies ſmiling with 
5 1 uninterrupted 


1 


uninterrupted ſerenity; all contributed to 
inſpire the orientals with a glow of 
fancy and a vigour of imagination rare- 
ly to be met with in leſs happy re- 
gions. Hence every object was ſwelled 
beyond its natural dimenſions. No- 
thing was great or littiz in moderation, 
but every ſentiment was heightened- 
with incredible hyperbole: —The mag- 
nificent, the ſublime, the vaft, the en- 
ormous, the marvellous, firſt ſorang up, 
and were brought ſo maturely, in thoſe 
native regions of fable and fair y-land. 
The wiſe men of the eaſt delighted i in 
obſcure enigmatical ſentences. They 
Sem te have diſdained every ſentiment 
obvious to vulgar apprehenſion. The 
facerdotal tribes of the ancients were 
the grand depoſitories of learning as 
well as of religion. They monopoli- 
zed all the arts and ſciences. They 
ſeem to have formed a conſpiracy among 
themſelves, to preclude the laity from 
all the avenues of intellectual improve- 
ment. This plan was adopted with a 
view to keep the laity in ſubjeQion, 
and to enhance their own importance. 
To accompliſh rhis end, they contrived 


to 


to perform all the miniſtrations of their 
religion in an "unknown tongue, and to 
cover them with a thick veil of fable 
and allegory. All the ancients without 
exception, deemed the myſteries of re- 
ligion too ſacred and ſolemn to be com- 
municated to the herd of mankind, na- 
ked and uureſerved; a mode by which 
they imagined thoſe facred and ſublime 
oracles would have been defiled and de- 
graded. Hence the vulgar and profane 
were prohibited, by the moſt rigorous 
_ penalties, to .enquire after the know- 
ledge of the occult myſtical exibitions, 
which, in their hands, conſtituted the 
eſſence of their religion.— Thus Sir, I 
have given you a ſuccin account, nay, 
I ſhould have rather ſaid, a curſory view 
of the religious ſyſtem of the ancients, 
and Athenian orators. Now, is it not 
apparently obvious, that when ſome of 
our divines of the modern complexion, 
mount the roſtrum that they have in 
ſome, meaſure adopted the fiftitious ſyſ- 
tem. of thoſe mythologiſts ? Did you 
ou obſerve by. their vocables and 
ſitions, that they have taken few 
15 of the materials from the ſacred Vo- 
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me, becauſe as they' ay, 22 There 18 
little or nothing to be found in that 
book, but What is melancholy, no- 
thing to be got there to tickle the 
ear and pleaſe the fancy, like that 
which comes from the regions of 
fairy-land.” Therefore, they have 
d ſmall pleaſure 1 in making it manifeſt 
their audience, that they have been 
it to the very laborious and tronble- 
me talk of pervading and ranſacking. 
e terraqueous globe, yea, 1 will ven- 
re to afſert, that they are ſometimes 
ader the ſore neceſſity and pinching ex- 
ematy, to ſail between worlds and world: 
the planetary fyſtem for to collect 
N for their orations, which only 
Mmames the imagination to the mar- 
"np the new, the ſurprifi 12, and fills 
ie minds of their weak and illiterate 
earers with admiration of the anequl- 

d Mercurius, and obliges them to 
= “Our Parſon is no common man, 
he poſſeſſes much learning, his dic- 
tion is far above our comprehen- 
ſion, therefore, we muſt look up to 

him with profound reverence, and 
higheſt car aca we can Poſſibly do. — 
| Thus 


* 
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Thus they obtain their principa : 
aim, by promulgating things that are 
wonderfully dark, when they are received 5 
and underſtood as wonderfully deep. Such 
- preachers and ſuch ſermons can neither 
inform the judgment, nor affect the 
heart. They are not ſatisfactory unto 
the mind, when ſeparated from Chriſt, 
who is the true light, that ealighteneth 1 
every man that cometh into the world. 
If the truth is not learned, as it is in Fe- 
us, a man or women may be as igno- 
rant as a Heathen, in the knowledge of 
Salvation, after a long courſe of attend- 
ance on ſuch inſtructions as are tender- 
ed and given by our philoſophical ha- 
ranguers. Do you think, that our fin- 
ful nation will ever be reformed by ſuch 
diſcourſes ? No ſurely. In the days of 
the Apoſtles, the world was not reform- 
ed by moral haranguers ; and have we 
any reaſon to conclude, that ſuch ora- 
tions will be more powerful and ſuc- 
55 ceſsful 1 in this degenerate age ? On the 
33 is there not ample and abun- 
dant reaſon to think, that Jehovah, the 
Lord God, who is jealous of the Medi- 
ator's glory, will not bleſs any ſuch fer- 
mons 


L 9 1 
nons with ſucceſs? Let us ſuppoſe that 
© our modern divines had all the refin- 
© ed ſcience of Plato and Socrates, and 
© all the {kill in Morals, attained unte 
by Zeno, Seneca, or Epictetus; were 
they furniſhed with all the flowing 
* oratory of Cicero, and the thunder 
of Demoſthenes ; were they the per- 
ſons ſo richly endowed; and could 
they employ theſe talents in every ſer. 
mon they preach, they could have no 
reaſon to hope that they could convert 
or ſave one ſoul, while they leave the 
Goſpel entirely out of their diſ- 
courſes.” —Such Miniſters can nei- 
her ſave themſelves, nor them that 
ear them. And as they are walking 
the light of their own fire, and in the 
arks that they have kindled ; is there not 
round to fear, that this ſhall they have 
f the hand of God; they ſhall lie down in 
rrow ? Contemptible will be the com- 
enſation, and miſerable the reward of 
ole preachers, who ſee no harm nor 
il in leaving out a crucified Chriſt, the 
m and ſubſtance of the Bible in their 
rmons, to be complimented by the 
believing part of their ene, as 
men 


Viries who imitate real workmen, al 
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* or aſtingaiſbed parts 5 pen 
| abilitice: For though they hade gainef 


the: plaudits and applauſes of baptirel 


Infidels, What is their - hope when © Gil 
taketh aa) their foul? Pray Sir, wha 


is the cauſe: and whence comes it abou 


that there is ſuch a degeneracy among 
all ranks and denominations of men i 
our day, and the public ſtate of religion 


in poor Scotland, at fo low an ebb.? Bt 
caufe a crucified Saviour, and ſalvatio 


through Him, tendered to the chief 
| Gnners in the Goſpel, 


has not beer 
preached in all our Churches, nor h 


He been exhibited in the lives and co 
verfatwn of "thoſe who profefs then 


felves to be bis diſciples. - O Lora, ful 
the devout fiſter of Mary, if thou hal 
been here my brother had not died. - 
may we ſay: * Hadſt thou, O Lon 
© been in the ſermons of our m 
dern preachers, there would not hai 
© been ſo many dead fouls in our co 
6. gregations j and ſo many on the ve 


* brink of giving up the ghoſt.“ 


have read ſome where, that there 
ſeen in the mines, a kind of ſpirits 
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tem to be very buſy in wvery part of 
Icheir work; but after all, there is no- 
ching Zone. Theſe beings, whether 
Jreal or imaginary, are but tbo juſt em- 


Ivlecas of all preachers who leave Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord out of their elaborate 


Wthey are buly about nothing. Some 
W publiſh philoſophical inquiries and 
moral diſquiſitions, and call them ſer- 
mons! Into what times are we fallen! 
Are there not many Miniſters who are 
perhaps better verſed in claſſic authors, 
chan in the writings of Divine Inſpira- 
tion. O Sir, we cannot ſufficiently ad- 


lume. There is nothing in Homer 
Whimſelf, that can rival the ſublimity of 
the Song of Moſes, the tenderneſs of 
Weremiah, the loftineſs of David, the 
ajeſly of Iſaiah, whoſe ſtyle is noble, 
nervous, ſublime, and florid: Grotius 
xcalls him the Demoſthenes of the He- 
ebrews.—And even the herdman Amos, 
s juſtly conſidered by Auguſtine, in his 
ook of Chriſtian Doctrine, as a great 
Pattern of lofty expreſſion. Nor is this 
* 26 peculiar 
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Al 
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| compolitions. Let them be ever ſo buſy, 


mire the eloquence of the ſacred Vo- 
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peculiar to the writings of the Old Tek 
tament: The moſt ſimple writers of th, 


' New _ Teſtament, want not very, fine 
ſtrokes of eloquence. 80 much did the 


Apoſtle Paul excel in this, that he wa 
actually taken for Mercurius the god of 


Eloquence, when he was in the town off 


Lyſtra. And it was ſaid of Him, 


Who 


inſpired theſe Holy men of God by the Hoh 


Ghoſt, and whole name is called Wonder. 
Jul, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Ever: 
laſting Father, the Prince of Peace, the 
Father of Lights, the Light of the World 
the Wiſdom of the Father, the Word of God 
Tu Lord ouR RIGHTEOUSNESs, Zh 
Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, Ba the 
expreſs Image of bis perſan; and with 
whom the Spirit of the Lord is, the ſpirit 


'of wiſdom and underſ.anding, the ſpirit iff | 


counſel and mi ht, the ſpirit of knowledsy: 
and of the * of 7 the Lord, * Never man 
2 like this man. | 
Dear Sir, would it not rejoice your 
heart to ſee all the Miniſters of the 
poor Church of Scotland, joining un. 
animoufly, for the abolition of tha 
enormous grievance, the Patronage- act 
- which 
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W hich is inconſiſtent with the very * 
? fundamental articles of the Union of 
W the two nations? It would be eaſy for 
our Judicatories, quite to enervate this 
act, by prohibiting the accepting of 
Ipreſentattons, hich I believe, no law 
J breſently in being forbids to be done. 
But alas! our Church ſeems to be in 
love with the fetters wherewith ſhe is 
caught, and have been made with her 


petent and duly qualified judge of the 
perſon who is to take the charge of pre- 
cious ſouls, when there are teo many 
Parrons, that have no concern for their 


own ſouls! Pray, has Patronage ever 


tended to promote religion, peace, and 


unity in the Church of Scotland! ? No, 


F 2 ä for 
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ED. In the AQ paſſed by hs Scotch Wat 1 
16th 1707, ratified by the Engliſh Parliament March 7th 
enſuing, it is enacted: That the true Proteſtant Re- 
„ ligion, as prelently profeſſed within this kingdom, with 
: the worſhip, diſcipline, and government of this Church, 
1 * ſhould continue without alteration in all ſucceeding 

generations.“ Nou, it is evident, the ſeitling of kirks 
by Preſentations, contrary to the will of the people, was- 


a very material alteration in the government ol e 


Church. 


* 


own hands.— How cana Patron be a com- 


for experience, fad carla! declares 
and teſtifies that it has not, and never 
will. Have we not too much reaſon to 
think and to fear, that God is ſaying of 
our Church and Nation, I will returr 
unto my place, until (rulers and gover- 
nors, judges and magiſtrates, miniſter 
and teachers, maiters and ſervants, 
parents and children, and the whole 
body of the people) achuowledge their 

| iniquity How tremendous, how awful 
the thought! Are our Miniſters anxi- 
ouſly concerned to have the young and 
riſing generation well inſtructed in the 
fundamental principles of the Proteſtant 
Religion ? Far this moſt important 
purpoſe, do they ſtudy. ta have men, 
not only morally good, but men of 
principle and eminent for piety and 
true godlineſs in all their parochial 
ſchools? Do you deſire to fee the 
Britiſh nation loyal to her King, ſub- 
ject to rulers and magiſtrates; and to 
all that are in authority over us? This 
then. can only be effected, by faithful 
miniſters preaching the Goſpel, in puri- 
ty and ſimplicity. The Goſpel, the 
ions Galpel is che power of God, 
and 
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tually teaches men to deny all ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts, and to-live ſo- 


world. It had this effect in the primi- 
tive ages of Chriſtianity. The million 


and demonſtration of the Spirit to the 
hearts and conſciences of men. Mini- 
ſters ſEould alſo ſolicit. the patronage 
ſomething out of their affluence for the 
inſtruction of the poor, and towards the 
erecting, eſtablihment, and. ſupport of 
hkewiſe mult not be wanting in doing 


nal. advantage by attending more conſci- 


gious education of the youth and children 
committed to their charge. But while ] 


ſacred function, and others in the capa- 


4 5 * 
ad the wiſdom of God, 1 . 


berly, righteouſly, and godly in the 


flocked to the evangelical ſtandard. 
Wherever it prevailed-it produced civili- | 
zation, morality, ſobriety, godlineſs, loy- 
10, and every other private and ſocial 
virtue. And its power and efficacy is ſtill 
the ſame, when accompanied by the power 


of the opulent in their pariſhes, to give 


Sunday Schools. Preceptors and parents 
their partinthis ſcale of private and natio- 


entiouſſy than ever to the morals and reli- 


thus ſpeak with reſpect to men in the | 
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gods, and the offices of their hero- gods, 
ö N and 
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4 city of parents, tutors and governors, 


truſt that they will ever preſerve on their 
minds, that all the pains and aſſiduity 


they can poſſibly be at, in difcharging 


the duties incumbent on them, will on- 


Ty prove abortive, unleſs a Divine be- 
nediction accompany their endeavours. 


Paul may plant, and Apollus water, but 
God alone giveb the increaſe. Therefore; 
all thoſe- who have the charge of pre- 
eious ſouls, 6ught to be frequent and 


fervent at a throne of grace, ſupplica- 


ting the God of all grace, that he would 
direct and aſſiſt them, and crown their 


labours with his bleſſing, which maketh 
rich, and addeth no forrow therewith, 
2 Þ H melancholy” truth, that many 
of the youth in theſe days; particularly 
thoſe of the Kigher: ranks of life, are 


more 83 with, and better verſed 


in that curſed and en dectrine, 


the great beauty of virtue; the great dig- 


nity buman nature, and in the annals 
of profane hiſtory, the exploits of an- 


cient warriors, the claſſic authors, the 
auguſt rites of Mithras, Ceres, and feaſts 
of Bacchus, the names of the Heathen 
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and dana; than with» the doctrines 
of the Goſpel, than with our moſt exe 
cellent Confe ſſion of Faith, the Holy 
Scriptures of Divine inſpiration and the 
names of the Father, Son, an. l Holy 
Ghoſt; into which they were baptized. 


And there are alſo great numbers a nong 


che lower claſſes of the people, as. igno- 


rant of their Creator, for a 5p end they 


were made, their ſtate by. nature, the 


need, the iadiſpenſible nerd they ſtand: 


in of Jeſus Chriſt: to ſave tliem; how 
they ſhall. get their fas. pardons, how 
they ſhall obtain the forfeited fivour of 
Almighty. God, and a right to. all. the 
bleſhngs. of the covenant of Grace rati- 
hed. by the hlood of God, by being inte- 
reſted in the Son of his aaa love, as 


the very Hottentots or the moſt. ſavage 


tribes in the wilds of Africa. 
Theſe, theſe are matters of fact, which 
am ſorrow: to ſay, are too well auth- 
enticated from the youth that come un- 
der my charge, from every quarter of 
the Britiſh Iſle. But, if the poor are 
looked upon. as the herd of mankind, 
or according to a phraſeology of a 
proud IEnOrent. Engliſh. Stateſman, the 

Swrni/o 
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Fwiniſh multitude, void of reaſon and im- 


mortal ſouls, no marvel, that they are 
fo wretchedly neglected by miniſters M , 
and ſchoolmaſters in town and country, WW x 
Now Sir, it is as clear as if it were 
wrote with a Son- beam, whence all our n 
errors, vice, and immorality, ungodli- n 
'nefs, and di/{ovalty originates. The moſt I 6 


of our ſchoo!s inſtead, of being ſemi- Id 
naries for religious inſtruction, are con- iff 
venticles for training up our youth in to 
heathen morality, generating debauchees, ei 
and initiating them in many of the vi- Nn 
ces now ſo prevalent through the land. W th 
In a very few yeurs, the generation now i di 
on the political Theatre of Britain, muſt ¶ eu 
g ſtep ahde behind the curtain. to appear cid 
no more, and then the government will pr. 
devolve upon their children. But, if N the 
they have received no other education ¶ Ev 
than thoſe of the ancient Romans, and Wan 
in this condition, ſhall take the reins of ing 
Government into their hands, what a; 
muſt be the ſtate of affairs in this na- 
tion, that has already made ſuch gigan- 
tic ſteps to Paganiſm. How terrific 
how tremendous the thought ! Does not 
922 fleſh thudder, - your breaſt beat, 
| your 


IG} 
your heart throb, and tears flow copi- 
ouſly from your eyes, when you take 

a proſpective view of the dreadful ſcenes 
that will then commence in theſe. long 
highly favoured lands! If men who 
have the charge of precious and im- 
mortal ſouls, would but ſeriouſly con- 
fider the account that they are to ren- 
der on that day, when an Omniſcient, 
Omnipreſent, and Omnipotent God is 
to enquire into he motives and prin- 
| ciples from which men had aQed in 

- MU their different ſpheres. in the world, 

Jchey would undoubtedly endeavour to 

' diſcharge with fidelity, the duties in- 

WF cumbent on them for the good of ſo- 

rl ciety, the glory of God, the peace and 

| proſperity of Zion, and the intereſt of 

i the Redeemer's kingdom in. the world. 

Every Magiſtrate and Miniſter, teacher 

and parent, that is remiſs. in diſcharg- 

ing his duty, is unfaithful to. his God, 
difloyaF to his King, an enemy to. his 

Country, and a dreadful: foe to his o. n 

telicity, both in time and through eter- 

nit. When a nation becomes bold in 

iniquity, when. it becomes ſingularly vi- 

dious and. degenerate, ſingular and ſu- 

pernatural 


zt! Do the inſtances of degeneracy which 


Hatred of fin as great, and his power to 
cruſh the guilty, as invincible- as in for- 
mer periods? Has he viſited the crime 
of a neighbouring nation with the rod 
of his indignation and unheard of judg- 
ments, and will he permit“ 4 ſced 0 


with impunity? O let the captivity o 
the Jews, their final ſubverſion; let thi 
peſtilence and famines, the wars and 


which the Almighty adminiſters the 
cup of his wrath to a people 20500 
hearts are fully ſet in them to do evil. 


dom when Omnipotence 1 is its enemy 
For the Almighry can employ ever 


1 


pernatural evils ate infſicted by the 
hand” of God; And wretched is that 
nation when his arm is lifred up againſt 


we have mentioned give no alarm t0 
our breaſt ? So fallen, ſo leſt to religion, 
have we no reaſon to dread the ven- 
geance of Heaven? Is not his juſtice as 
inflexible now, his holineſs as pure, his 


evil doers,” a nation Geſpel defpijers 
and rejectert of the Lord of Glory, to pai 


earthquakes, teach us the manner i 


Dreadful is the ſituation of that king” 


7 


element in nature to its deſtructio! 
Th 
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The animals are alſo at his comming 
zut the inſtruments of his avenging 
arm are not confined to the natural and 
animal world, If conquerors appear 
with the deſtroying ſcourge in their 
hands; if the calamities of war per- 
vade the earth, it is to puniſh general 
profligacy and corruption of manners. 
Doubtleſs with this view che judgments 
of God at this moment appear in the 
diſtracted and tumultudòus ſtate of our 
empire. Truſting too much in the arm 
offleſn; loaded with national guilt; ſcarce 
ever conſidering the ſuperintendency of 
Heaven, we have met, diſappointment, 
yhere we expected ſucceſs; loſs, where 


ali ; | 
4 e expected gain; ſhame, where we 
=" xpeted honour. Anxiety in every 


breaſt at home; rage and reſentment 
abroad ; poverty and decline of trade 
roperty in a ſinking, ſtaggering, and 
Wvctuating condition, all proclaim a- 
Joud the judgments of Heaven. O 
Hat the nation then, in this ſeaſon of 
langer and alarm, would look up for 
© Firength and wiſdom to him, © by 

ever 
N10 whom alone kings reign, and - prin». 
Th} ces decree Juſtice,” * O let us hum- 
ble 


Ling 
my 
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* ble ourſelves under the mighty hand 
« of God. Let us turn unto the Lord 
3 * who will have mercy upon us; and 

© unto our God, who will abund. 

'Y 7 pardon.” O that individuals, 

in their ſeveral ſtations, were careful 
for nothing but to bring forth in 
their lives the peaceable fruits of 
« righteouſneſs.” For if the reformation 
of the individual takes place, the puri- 
ty and perfection of the whole muſt 
follaw. And all this then can only be 
done by the ſpirit of judgment and the 
opirit of burning, Iſa. iv. 4 

Dear Sir, I know not kat apology 
to make for detaining you ſo long, | | 
mult confeſs that my intruſion has in- 
deed been very rude and impertinent; 
but, before we part, as perhaps we may 
never again meet in this way, permit 
me to ſay a few words more by way off; 
advice, and then we ſhall have done 
O then, endeavour to uſe every mean, Ie 
and every argument in your power, forſi 
convincing. your nominal brethren of 
their fatal miſtakes, and ſoul-ruining 
errors. Faithfully tell them, that], 
they are under awful woes, and that 

eternal 
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eternal torments and everlaſting puniſh- 
ments are prepared for them, if they 
preach not the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, 
and him crucified. We are informed 
„from the ſacred Volume, that Antichriſt, 
u that man of fin, and ſon of perdition, 
in is to be brought down, that the tyranny 
of and ſuperſtitions of the Church of Rome, 
n ſhall be overthrown againſt all oppeſi- 
i- tion, and that the nations of the earth 
iſt are to be enlightened by the light of the 
be glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, All the 
be Popes and Cardinals have had the know- 

edge of this truth, and ſome of them 
ry have openly declared it f. But are you 

F aannodouncing 


2 4 of, 5 1 8 1 3 a ö 5 L . IT 7 8 
n G 7 0 — 


it; + In the year 1235, the Biſhop of Lincoln became very 
ay | ous. by the purity of his manners, the popularity of his 
| J preaching, the vigour of his diſcipline, and the boldnefs 
nit with which he reproved the vices, and oppoſed the ar- 
of bitrary and unreaſon able mandates of the Court of Rome 
ln a letter to the Pope, he writes thus: If we except 
ne; the fins of Lucifer and Antichriſt, there neither is nor can 
be a greater crime, nor any thing more contrary to the 
am iofrine of the Goſpel, or more odious and abaminable 
for iz the fight of Jeſus Chriſt, than to ruin and deſtroy the 
ſouls of men, by depriving them of the ſpiritual aid and 
miniſtry of their Paſtors. This, crime is committed by 
ing thole who command the benefices intended for the ſupport 
hat of able paſtors, to be beſtowed on thoſe who are incapable 
ale performing the duties of the paſtoral office. It is impoſſible 
hatWitereforce, that the Holy Apoſtolic See, which received 
| Its 
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Announcing the danger that Britain is 
now in, by giving her power in ſupport 
of. the beaſt, and a free toleration to 
 Popery in theſe lands? 1 
Is not the whole nation, from the 
King on the throne to the peaſant in the 
barn, up. in rebellion againſt Omnipo- 
tency, and at war with Heaven? But 
are you lifting up your voice as a 
:trumpet, and ſhewing us our tranſgreſ- 
** . ſions, 


its authority from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for edification, 
and not for deſtruction, can be guilty of ſuch a crime, or 
- any thing approaching to ſuch a crime, fo hateful to God, 
and fo hurtful to men. For this would be a moſt manifett 
corruption and. abuſe of its authority, which would forfeit 


all its glory, and plunge it into the painsof Hell.” Upon 


hearing this letter, bis Holineſs became frantic with rage, 

poured forth a torrent of abuſe againſt the good Biſhop, 
and threatened to make him an object of terror and aſto- 
niſhment to the whole world. How dare (faid he) this 
old, deaf, doating fool, diſobey my commands ? Js not his 
maſter, the King of England, my ſubjeQ, or rather my 
ſlave ? Cannot he calt him into priſon, and cruſh him in 
a moment? But the Cardinals by degrees brought the 
Pope to think more calmly, and to take no notice of this 
letter. Let us not (ſaid they,) raiſe a tumult in the 
Church without neceſſity, and precipitate that revolt and 
ſeparation from us, which we know muſt one day take 
place.” Remarkable words, when we refle& hen and 
by whom they were ſpoken'! But, it-is neu (in this en- 
lightened age, ) currently reported, that Britain has ſent 
.a guard of Engliſh Horſe, to protect the old man (the 
Pope) in his declining days. 2, Is this for the ſecurity 
and profperity of the Britiſh nation, and to cancel ber enor- 
mous guilt ! 5 | 
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fons, and the Britiſh nation her ſins ? 


Alas! Have no Ctapt. Self-eaſe and Capt. 


Self- intereſt, and their troops invaded 
our Church, and now ſtrongly beſieg- 
ing many of her Roſtrums; and put 
the watchmen to ſilence? Ah! wilt 
you be overcome and ſilenced alſo?” 
Shall indeed the fear of man bring a ſnare 
in this reſpet ? God forbid :: A faithful. 
Miniſter is an Ambaſſador, . a Delegate, 
and an Interpreter: ſent: from God. 
Therefore you are primarly to declare, 
who it is that hath fent you; what is 
his Name, his Nature; his Perfections, 
Excellencies; and the like: Lou are to 
declare that he, is the IAM, I am je- 


hovah, that he hath» Being in and of. 


himſelf, abſolutely independent of any 

other ;. that he gives Being to all beings; 
and that he is the ſame Being, the God 
that hath been invarfably one and the 

ſame. to: the Church and the World, 
in all generations. This, ſays he, is my 
Name, and my memorial unto all generations... 
2. Yow are to preach the Unity, the Tri- 
nil y, and the Divinity of- this Deity. 3. 

You mult preach the doctrine of God's 


Decrees. The eternity of them: The. 


62 incon- 


IS] 
inconditionality of them: The immu- 
tability of them: And the ſovereign- 
ty of them. 4. That the Godhead 
bath an Unity i in it; and at the ſame 
time a Trinity x: ad alſo the Equality 
thereof in every Divine Perfection; and 
that there are immanent Acts in God; 

but likewiſe, that there are danfent 
Acts; ſuch as paſs from God upon cer- 
tain objetts : "Theſe external acts are no 
other, than the execution of his inter- 
nal and eternal purpoſes. 5. You 
are to preach a Divine Providence. 
Providence is the Veen of the Wortd .. 


everything therein is preſerved, govern- 
ed, and directed by Providence. 6. You 


are to declare, That after God had 
created man, he entered into a Covenant 


with him, Gen. ii. 16. 7. That all 


mankind are guilty, before God, of the 


ſin that our firſt parents committed, 
Rom. v. 12, 13, 14. 8. That man's 


nature is univerſally depraved, Iſa. i. 5, 


6. Rom. iii. 10, 11. 9. You are to 
preach the miſery, as well as the de- 
Ppravity of human nature. There are 


theſe three things, which conſtitute this 


OTE} Paſt loſs; preſent evil; and ap- 
4 7 5 proaching 
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dos puniſhment.-—10. You muſt 
alſo preach the Covenant of Grace, made 


with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond 


Adam, viz. That God having in his 
eternal purpoſe, elected a number of the 
human race, did out of his mere good 
pleaſure, covenant with Chriſt, to re- 
deem them from that eſtate of ſin and 
miſery, which the firſt Adam left them 
in; and to bring them into an eſtate of 
ſalvation..: 11. You are to promulgate, 
that he who is the Redeemer of the 
elect, became man and that he will 
eternally continue to be God and Man 
in one Divine Perſon.: 12. That this 
Redeemer, conſidered as Mediator, is 


inveſted with the triple office of Prophet, 


Prieſt, and King. His prophetical office 
is adapted to our darkneſs; his prieſtly 
to our guiltineſs; and his: kingly, to 
our depravednefs : As a Prophet, he! 18 

made of God, unto us, Wiſdom; as a 
Prieſt, Righteouſneſs ;. as a King, Sancti- 
fication; and confidered as cloathed with 
all the three, complete Redemption, 
1 Cor. i. 30. 13. You are to declare 

the ſeveral ſteps of Chriſt's humiliation; 
ſuch as theſe that relate unto his incar- 
nation, nativity, life and death. 14. Jou 
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are not only to preach that Chriſt was 
an humbled Redeemer, but alſo that he 
is now an exalted Redeemer : His ex- 
altation confiſts in his reſurrection, aſ- 
| — ſeſſion, and his ſecond com- 


ing. 15. You muſt proclaim theſe 
important points, reſpecting Faith and 
Repentance, Acts xXx. 21. Teſtifying 
both to the Fewos, and alſo to the Greeks, 
_ repentance towards God, and faith to- 
- awards our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
the general term of faith, may be con- 
fidered the different kinds of it, the 

ſubjects of it, the objects of it, the acts 

of it, the cauſes of it, and ſuch like. 
There is an hiſtorical faith, a faith of 
miracles, and there is a temporary faith, 
but not ſaving. There are three pre- 


Tious effects of juſtifying faith, which 
à temporary beljever cannot win to. 


(1.) To be denied to all his en- 
joyments and attainments, and walk 
humbly under them, (2,) To be 
under ſome conſtant and divine im- 
preſſion of the preciouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to that word, 1 Peter 


ii. 7. To you who believe, Chriſt is precious. 


(3.) By true juſtifying faith, a Chriſtian 


winneth to mortification of bis in- 
viſible 


Under 
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win to. 


But there is a n ſort af; faith, 


and it is that which is called Grids 


faith: It is called ſaving, becauſe there 


is no poſſibility of ſalvation. without it 
in an ordinary way. This faith is 
that grace, whereby the elect are ena- 
bled to believe to the ſaving of their 
ſouls; and which is the work of the 


Spirit of Chriſt in their hearts; and is 
ordinarily wrought by the miniſtry of 
the word. The principal acts of fring 


faith are, accepting, receiving, and reſt- 
ing upon Chriſt alone, for Juſtification, 


ſanctification, and eternal life, by virtue 


of the covenant of Grace. 16. You 


are alſo to preach repentance. Repen- 
tance as well as faith, is the gracious 
gift of God. The conſtituent parts of 


true repentance are theſe ; humiliation 


for fin, and reformation from ſin, Re- 


morſe for fin, without reformation from 


fin, will not conſtitute genuine repent- 
ance. It is not a mourning for, but a 
returning from fin, that ſhews the ſin- 
cerity of our ſorrow ; It is not the con- 
0 * 5 


viſible and predominant luſts, which is 
impoſhble for a temporary believer _ 
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feſſion of ſin, but the converſion from- 
ſin unto the Lord, that: makes repentance 


unto life. 17. . You are to pnbliſt 
and declare, that we are juſtified *thro' 
the imputed righteouſneſs of - Chriſt: 


alone: Me are juſtified freely by bie 


grace, 18. Vou are to preach they 
doctrine of ſanctification; to teach, that. 
as Chriſt is a juſtifying. Head to his- 
people, ſa he is their ſanctifying Head, 


for he is made of God unte us fanctifi- 


cation, as well as righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. 
i. 30. The infeparable connection be- 


twixt juſtification and ſanctification, is 
particularly to be inſiſted upon, as well 


as the peculiar. differences that take 
place betwixt them, are to be carefully 
diſtinguiſhed. 19. The final perſe- 
verance of God's people in that grace 
conferred upon them, according to the 
foreſaid doctrines, is particularly to be 
promulgated; that is to ſay, After God 
hath converted his elect from darkneſs 
to light, from Satan to himſelf, and from 
nature to grace, that neither God, nor 
themſelves, nor Satan; nor the werls, nor: 
any thing befides, can again uncon- 
vert and turn them to their former ſtate. 

There 


> 
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There are theſe things that concur, in 
order to confirm the perpetual per ſeve- 
rance of the ſaints in grace. (1) It is 
confirmed, by the immutable Decree: of 
God concerning the election of, ſome 
unto eternal life and glory: This is the 
foundation of God, which ſtandeth ſure, 
having this ſeal upon it, The Lord 
knows them that are his; he knows 
whom he hath. ordained unto. eternal 
life, that they ſhalt obtain it. (2.) It 
is confirmed by the covenant: of grace, 
made with Chriſt, in the name of the 
elect; which. covenant is ſaid: to be not 
only well ordered, but ſure, and ever- 
ſting, Jer. XXxii. 40. (3.) By the merit 
and efficacy 'of Chriſt, the: Redeemer 
of. his elect, John vi. 27,39. (4) By. 
that union, which takes place between 
Iſchriſt and his people, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 
IG.) The perſeverance of the faints in 
race, is further ſecured unto them by 
he prevalent interceſſion of Chriſt, 
uke xxii. 32. (6.) It is further; ſe- 
| ured, by the obſignation or ſealing of 
he Holy Spirit, Rom. viii. 26. 2 Cor. 
i. 22. 0). It. 18 further confirmed 0 
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Seaſonably, be inſtant in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon : A word ſpoken in ſeaſon 


unto them, by the nature of the ſpiri- 
tual life, which is not obnoxious unto 
death; but is ſpoken of in ſcripture, as 


being perpetual. and eternal, John v. 


24. and:chap: vi. 40. (8.) All the Per- 


fections of God tend to: confirm the 

perſeverance of the ſaints in grace; fuch 
as the power; and: wiſdom, the truth, 
and: faithfulneſs of: God, Pſalm. N 
22, 23, 24. Haſ. 11:19, 20. 20. You 
muſt: preach .theſe> truths that relate to 


things futuro; ſuch as Death, the Re- 


ſurrection, the laſt Judgment, and a 


ſtate of rewards and pumfhments in 


Heaven and Hell. You are to deliver 


your commiſſien /oundly, Tit. ii. 1. But 


ſpeak thou the: things . which become ſouns 


doftine. (2.) You are to preach it uni- 
verſally to all, to high and low, to rich 
and poor, to young and old, to Jeu and 
Gentiles; in a word, to ſaints and ſin- 


ners. (3.) You are to deliver it parti- 


cularly, as what Nathan did in his ſer- 
mon to David, T hou, art the man. Thus, 
zightly dividing the word of Truth. (4.) 


how, $900 1s it? like apples of gold 
T, 


. 
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in pictures of ſilver. (5. ) You muſt = M 
clare the whole counſel of God, with 
boldneſs : I mean ſuch a boldaeſs: as 
does not carry rudeneſs with it; but 
with a boldneſs becoming the office and: 
chair, Jerm. i. 17. 18. (6.) Preach 


with perſpicuity and plainneſs. Let the 


firſt qualification of ſpeach be perſpicuity 
faid Quentilian, Perſpicuity ought to ap- 


pear in your order and method, and in 
the ſtyle and diction of your diſcourſe. 


5.) You ought to preach with gravy, 


1 Pet. iv. 11. 1f any man ſpeak, let him. 
Heal as becomes the-oracles of God. (8.) 


You are to preach ,patheticaliy, with all 
earneſtneſs. Hence, ſaith the Apoſtle, 


| We are Ambaſladors for God, as though. 
Jod, did beſeech you by us; we pray 


Jou, in Chriſt's fn, be ye reconciled 
onto God. How doth he beſeech, in- 


« treat, pray, and obteſt, deere by 
-flthe mercies of God, and by the bowels 


-fof Chriſt, if there be any conſolation 1n 


$, Chriſt, any comfort in love, any fellow- 


. {hip of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
Hmercy ? Thus, Paul preaches patherical- 
n;lly. Likewiſe the ſame Pathos is mani-. 


ldſpeſt þ: cove the miniſtry of all the 
ny .. Prophets 


CH. 


the Spirit of God in your Miniſtrations, 


EN I 


Prophets whom the Lord ſent under 
. Old Teſtament diſpenſation. 


Human learning, the knowledge of 
and and ſciences, is good, and hath its 


ufe; but divine learning, or knowledge 
in divirie things, 1s to be divinely learned. 
It is not enough that you Enow the 
ſcriptures, but you muſt know them 
divinely, by the union and teachings 
of the Spirit. Natural parts, and hu- 


man learning, arts and languages, may 


give you an underſtanding of the tenor 
and literal meaning of the Law of God; 
but none of theſe can open your eyes to 
| behold the wonders of the law, much 
leſs the wonders - and myſteries of the 


Goſpel. You cannot interpret the _ 


of God till you know it; and 


cannot know the mind of God, e 
God himſelf reveals it. 1 Cor. ii. 10.— 
16. Therefore, be frequent and fer- 
vent in prayer: Entreating earneſtly, 


that the Lord would grant his Holy 
Spirit to teach you to preach, and your 
people to hear to their profit and un- 


ſpeakable conſolation. If you want 


you 
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you want the main thing. What is 
the learning of a Gamaliel, the eloquence 
of an Apollos, or the pungent reaſoning 
of a Paul, if the power of the Holy 


Ghoſt do not co-operate therewith ? 
Paul may preach till midnight, and 
men may be fait aſleep under his ſer- 


mon, who feel not the Spirit. O Sir, 


vilify, deteſt, abhor aggrandiſement. 


Seek not your own glory, but the glory 


of Hin that ſent you. You have Chrift 


for your example. Whatever doctrine 
you ſhall think fit to inſiſt upon, make 


Chriſt your everlaſting foundation. 
Let Chriſt be the Beginning; the End; 


the Middle ; the All of every ſermon | 
you preach. With Him, comfort thy 


drooping heart; with Vim, correct the 


wandering. tranlgreſſor. To him you 


can apply theſe 33 words of 


Jeremiah, , Jer. li. 20. Thou art my 


baltle-ax, and weapons of war: and 
with thee will I break in pieces the 


nations, and with thee will J. de eſtroy ' 


kingdoms c. Finally, O enforce all 


your public miniſtrations by an ex- 
* amplary. 


— 


4 1 
amplary walk * ; holding forth the 
word of life in every deportment ; by 
a holy, heavenly, and godly converſa- 
tion, evedencing - to all around you, 
that you: have the glory of God, 


the honour of the Redeemer, his cane 
and intereſt in the world, the good and 


proſperity; of Zion, and the ſalvation of 


ſouls deeply at heart. Live on the Goſ- 


Ne 


Sr 
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— . 


8 The: ſin TP 3 of any ſoct, is a very crying 


crime, but what is momentary. and temporal murder, to- 
that which is ſpiritual and eternal? How fatal have the 
principles and practices of fome miniſters been unto the 
prejudicing, wounding, and flaying of fouls : Hence, L 
remember of reading a very moving inſtance to this pur- 


pole, - with reſpect unto a lady. and her miniſter :; She hav- 


ing imbibed principles of Atheiſm, and arguing in de- 

fence thereof, the Miniſter enquired of her, Whence ſhe 
was become an Atheiſt? She anſwered, ** Sir, you have 
* made me an Atheiſt ; for you preached and taught us 


„ ſo and ſo; and yet you yourſelf lived a diſſolute, looſe, 
« and ſcandalous li e; you were the firſt occaſion of my 
% becoming an Atheiſt.“ Alas! how terrible will it be 


at the great day, when theſe that bear the character of 
Miniſters, {hall have their flocks following them ; howling 
and crying after them, Woe ! Woe ! unto you, you have 
been the infiruments of our ruin; you were ſent to be 
our guides, to teach us the way to life and happineſs ; 
but you have been blind. guides unto us; your doctrine 
and example, inſtead of being the means of our ſalvation, 
 Hath been the means of our damnation. Woe ! Woe 
unto. you, you unworthy, wretched, blind, and baſe guides! 


The importance and difficulty of the miniſterial work, 


made the great Chryſaſtom to . Si quis Clericorum, ſit 
ſatvus, i” any of the Clergy were _ 


p rr - 


. 
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pel, and you will preach it better to 
others. il ve your ſermons, live Chriſt. 
And now may the God of all conquer- 
ing and invincible grace, make you a 
faithful miniſter of the New Teſtament, 


1nſtramental in reforming the church, 


valiant for the truths of the Goſpe], 
wiſe and ſuccesful in winning precious 
fouls to the glorious Redeemer, and may. 
you have many ſeals of your miniſtry, 
for a crown of ] Joy and rejoicing in the 
"oy af is Sou. 


EXTRACT of a Leiter dated Septeniber. 
191b 1 707, relative to Doctor . 
Fr Helmſley i in TPorkfhire. | 


PHE Doctor had bun e 

pious from his youth, and devoted 
himſelf to the miniſtry from a deſire to 
do good to ſouls. His parith of Helm- 


AHlezy was very large, being twelve miles 


{quare, and his zeal for uſefulneſs was 


ſuch, that dividing his pariſh into ſeve- 
ral Districts, he viſited them by turns, 


preaching three times a day in one part 
or other of it. He went on this way 
forte 
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ſiobme years, a ſtranger to the views he 


now has of the ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt;; 
his preaching was awfol, earneſt; and 
poartly directing men to repentance, and 
pleading the mercies of God: On which 
general foundation he taught his hearers 
do fix their hopes; many in this way 
were greatly impreſſed and much re- 
formed. At length, I think, about nine 
years ago, he awakened out of a dream, 
in which he thought himſeif in a diſ- 
mal place, and aſked a perſon what 
place it was; he was anſwered, Hell. 
Terrified, and looking about, he ſaw a 


great Serpent, Which was wounded in 


the tail, but not much hurt by it; the 
guide that ſtood by the Doctor, told 


that the Serpent was the Devil, who was 


wounded in the tail by his preaching ; 
but tbat was to little purpoſe, he muſt 
endeavour to cruſh his head, which 
could only be done by preaching Chriſt 
and him crucified. The Doctor took 
little notice of his dream at firſt; but 
as he was muling on it in his Study, 
and opening his Bible, caſt his eyes on 
Eph. in. 7. His thoughts firſt turned 


upon the Apoſtle's expreſſion of humili- 


ty. 


1 Bye 3? 


ty. * Unto me obo am leſs than the leaſt 
of all ſaints,” He reaſoned thus: The 
Apoltle was, to be ſure, much his ſupe- 
rior in Learning, and much more in his. 
Apoſtolick charaQer, yet he thought he. 
could mot in juſtice adopt theſe words 
to himſelf, his mind was therefore rather 
diſquieted. He then ſaid to himſelf, 
well, but what is that Grace that 
was given to the Apoſtle? Since he 
thought the Apoſtle's character as a 
Scholar might Wal him upon his 
converſion for a preacher without making 
ſuch a wonder of it. But then ſays 
Re, there muſt be ſomething more in 
it, What are theſe unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt he was to preach? He did not. 
underſtand the exprethon ; but while 
he was muſing upon it, he thought he 
would examine his notes, and ſee if he 
could find any thing of hes grace, and 
the un ſearchable riches of his grace in them. 
He ſearched in vain, and ſudden grief 
and ſhame poſſeſſed his heart, he threw 


his notes into the fire. His thoughts, 


were now changed, and falling down 
on his knees with a melted heart, he 


Learneſtly begged of God” that he may 
ſthew y 


5 15 90. 1 


ſhew him, what that Grace, and un- 
ſearchable riches of grace were. It plea- 


fed God now to enlighten his mind, 


he read the Goſpel with other eyes, 
and every thing he read in it ſeemed 


to him anew, as though it had been a 


revelation juſt come from heaven. 
Seeing now the Glories of Chriſt cru- 
cified, and feeling his grace upon his 
heart: He now underſtood his dream, 
and the deſign of the Chriſtian Miniſtry. 
| Grieved and aſhamed to think of his 
former . preaching, he went round to 
| his people in his uſual” turns, freely 
told them his grief and ſhame for his 
former errors — the danger of them, 
and opened to them the great ſubject 


of his future miniſtry, The unſearch- 


able Riches of Chriſt. Souls before a- 
wakened by his convincing preaching, 
drank in the word. of Salvation, as the 
thirſty ground does the rain from hea- 
ven to his unſpeakable joy. He goes 


on- preaching three times every day, 


and with great ſucceſs. 
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| PHE Oe. to the Reader, only occurred! | 


to the Author, atter the Letter was put to- 


the Preſs. If they ſhall be inſtrumental, in the 


hand of the Spirit, of convincing one ſoul of its 
ſin and danger, the Author will think his trouble 
| awply rewarded. 


Doubtleſs, the eye of the ale and the. 
finger of the Connoiſſeur, will ſee, and point 


out many errors in the Compoſition, and alſo 


in the Printing, but, if they ſhall be To happy: 


as to diſcover their own faults, in the perufal 


of this poor Publication, and reſolved through. 


Grace to turn from them, it ſhall then be con- 
fidered as having anſwered its principal and 


only end. 
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